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 Riddle’s Carpet mill was constructed here 
in 1807, Henderson’s Woolen Mill in 1830 
merging into Woodbury Woolen Mills  in 

1900.  A new mill complex  was  con-
structed by J F. McElwain in 1900 manufac-
turing boot heels, merging into the Interna-

tional Shoe Company in 1921.  A tannery 
structure was soon created  just south of 

the existing mill complex.  Gate City Poul-
try of  Nashua occupied the tannery build-
ing until the stucture burned in 1950.  The 

first Chemical companies took over the 
boot heel manufacturing structures in the 
1950’s ending with the demolition of the 

Harcross Chemical Company in 2001.  
 

The tannery foundation still exists today 
and remnants of the power canal pass under 

the connected Chamberlain Bridge.  

Harold Watson donated this prop-
erty to the TOWN of MERRIMACK, 
for park use, supporting the vision of 
the 1999 Town Center  master plan 
creating an attractive pedestrian cen-

ter for the community. 

   MERRIMACK TOWN 
CENTER 

SOUHEGAN VILLAGE 

Circa 1734 

http://www.ci.merrimack.nh.us/
Boards/Heritage/heritage.htm 

603-424-3531 

Former Schoolhouse # 9 built in the early 1900’s  
is now home of the Merrimack Senior Center 

New England communities have the unique 
ability to adaptively reuse surviving colonial and 
industrial structures. Adaptive reuse or smart 
growth creates a  unique selling position (USP) 
for deteriorating town centers. Historical struc-
tures are diamonds in the rough awaiting a 
polished developer to see the beauty of the 
building ,first , and making their business com-
pliment the surrounding historical neighborhood. 
The resulting adaptively reused structures bring 
up the value of long neglected properties while 
generating additional customer traffic in the 
process. Successfully rebuilt town centers utilize 
existing architecture to create a beautiful unique 
environment different from anywhere else in the 
USA.  Merrimack created the Town Center 
Overlay District in 1999. Let’s respect the towns 
master plan and recycle the existing structures 
to make Merrimack’s Town Center the attrac-
tive destination it deserves to be.  

THE SUCCESSFUL  WAY TO 
RECONSTRUCT  A TOWN 

CENTER  

Designed & Researched  for the 
Town of Merrimack, New 

Hampshire Heritage Commission 
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Merrimack Vision 
Care, located on 

the grounds of the 
historic Herrick/ 

Wright farm, pro-
vides attractive new 
space while main-

taining the historical 
integrity of this 
unique barn.  

1  

401 DW HWY 

Originally a  
grocery store, 

Mark Rivet   
rehabilitated 

the  
building to re-

semble its 
original  

apperance. 
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Railroad Ave. 

The Merrimack 
Flower Shop is an 

example of an 
early 20’th century 
mail order home. 
Railroad Avenue 

was subdivided to 
provide housing for 

workers at J.F. 
McElwain Shoe 

Company. 

3  

4 Railroad Ave. 

The Souhegan 
Village train 
station built 

after 1850 is the 
only remaining 
passenger De-
pot located on 

the original 
Nashua and 
Concord line.  

2 

30 Railroad 
Ave. 

A rare example of 
a surviving 

Chamberlain Mill 
home  circa, 

1800. Great op-
portunity to use 
the old stucture 

for a professional 
office. 
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446 DW Hwy.  

 

Buckley’s Great 
Steaks is housed in 
the famous Riddles 
Tavern constructed 

in 1807 to accommo-
date the commerce 
of the day. Thomas 
Jefferson  stopped 

here for lunch.  
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438 DW Hwy.  

 

Every town center 
consists of churches 

and gathering 
places to mourn the 

dead.  Rivets Fu-
neral Home grace-
fully fulfills this mis-

sion  in  this adapted 
mail order building. 

5 
425 DW Hwy.  

Riddles Store , 
constructed of 

Merrimack  brick, 
dates back to the 
early 19’th cen-
tury.  Today it is 

the home of Swan  
Chocolates 

6 
436 DW Hwy.  

One of the contrib-
uting 19’th century 
structures on his-
toric Loop Road.  
The building con-
tains mixed use 
housing and one 
of the few barber 
shops  with eve-

ning hours. 
10 

22 Loop Road 

The middle 19’th 
century structure 

was built to 
house woolen 
millworkers. 

Today it houses 
Gaumont Law 

Offices 
9 

447 DW Hwy. 

The famous Ayers 
Hall housed the first 
meeting of Catholics 
in Merrimack. The 
lower floor, circa 

1800, is the oldest 
continuously operat-
ing retail  establish-
ment in Merrimack. 
The current owner 

operates a mattress 
store 
12 

471 DW Hwy. 

The classic con-
nected farm 
building style 

originating in the 
early decades of 
the 19’th century.  

Home of Elliot 
Orthodontics. 

11 
27 Loop Road 

The  McConihie Tav-
ern building ,circa 
1793, was the first  

original Town Center 
gathering place.  The 
structure was moved 
across the street from 

its original 
location and currently 

used for rental  
housing. 

13 
475 DW Hwy. 

The beautiful 
original portion 
of the Lowell 

Library built in 
1924 is a prime 

example of Clas-
sical Revival  
architecture.  

14 

470 DW Hwy.  

The First Congrega-
tional Church of Mer-
rimack was founded 
in 1771.  The  current 
1837 structure built 
in the Greek Revival/ 
Federal style was 
constructed soon 
after the separation 
of church and state. 

15 

7 Baboosic Lake Rd.  

  

The Last Rest 
Cemetery subdi-
vided back in the 
Victorian Era con-
tains the Town 
Tomb, circa 1879. 
The attractive Civil 
War Monument  is 
nearby. 

             16 

19  Baboosic Lake 
Rd.  
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