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Town Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday April 27, 2017, at 7:00 PM, in the Matthew Thornton Room 

Chairman Harrington called the meeting of the Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present at the 
meeting were Vice Chairman Rothhaus, Councilor Albert, Councilor Boyd, Councilor Dwyer, 
Councilor Flood, Councilor Koenig, and Assistant Town Manager/Finance Director Paul Micali.  
Town Manager Eileen Cabanel was excused. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chairman Harrington led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Announcements 
 
Regular meetings of the Town Council will be conducted on Thursday, May 11, 2017, June 8, 2017, 
and June 22, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Matthew Thornton Room.  
 
Chairman Harrington read into the record the following letter received (April 18, 2017) from Shannon 
Barnes, Chairman, Merrimack School Board:   
 

“At our meeting on April 3, 2017, the Merrimack School Board voted unanimously to not 
renew our agreement with the Town of Merrimack to manage recreational facilities on our 
property on O’Gara Drive.  With this vote, we are requesting that the Town of Merrimack 
return all of the property to us as level ground (no remnants of former usage) by the expiration 
date of the current agreement, which falls on June 30, 2018. 
 
The areas in question include the tennis courts (including fences and lights), basketball court, 
skate park, and ice rink areas.  Since the tennis courts are no longer operational, we 
appreciate and encourage this area be addressed as soon as possible.   
 
We would be satisfied with the property being returned as level ground, and do not need the 
ground to be grass seeded, as we will better keep the school district’s options for future use 
open if we did not have to uproot new grass. 
 
We thank you for the many years of partnership regarding this site and look forward to 
working with you in the future on projects of mutual benefit.” 

 
The letter has been provided to the Town Manager as well as other department heads so that 
consideration can be given to what could take place.  The skate park is open for the season. 
 
National Drug Take Back day is Saturday, April 29th.  If you need to discard any of your old 
medications, please take advantage of our drug box in the main lobby of the Police Department from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  The drop box is available each day for this purpose. 
 
The Town of Merrimack, Parks & Recreation Department and the Friends of the Merrimack Dog Park 
cordially invite you to join them on Saturday, May 6th at 11:00 a.m. to officially celebrate the opening 
of the new Dog Park at Wasserman Park with a ribbon cutting ceremony.  May 6th was chosen to 
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coincide with PetSafe's National Dog Park Day, which is held on the first Saturday in May each year.  
The rain date for the event is May 13th.  
 
A few remaining compost bins and rain barrels are available at the Transfer Station; first come, first 
serve.  The compost bins are $50 and the rain barrels $65. 
 
The Transfer Station’s extended hours will begin on Thursday, May 11th.  The Transfer Station will 
remain open until 7:00 p.m. each Thursday through Thursday, September 7th. 
 
Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) Information Update - None 
 
Public Comments - None 
 
Reorganization of the Town Council  
 
• Pursuant to Charter Article IV, 4-2, Organizational Meeting  
 
Chairman Harrington called for nominations for the position of Chairman.   
 
Councilor Dwyer commented, since his time on the Council, the position of Chairman has never been 
greatly sought after.  He stated his appreciation of those members who have served in that capacity.  
Councilor Harrington has expressed it may be time for a change.  This year, with several members of 
the Council having work obligations placing demands on their time, he looks to Councilor Harrington 
as one who has been willing and able to put forth the time and effort required to fill the role of 
Chairman, and one who has done so effectively.  He looks to Councilor Rothhaus to continue on in the 
role of Vice Chairman; one which he has served in to the benefit of his colleagues.      
 
Councilor Dwyer nominated Councilor Harrington 
 
Councilor Harrington commented philosophically she does not believe the same individual should 
Chair the Council or any of the other boards, committees, or commissions.   
 
Councilor Dwyer commented were it her desire to serve in the capacity of Vice Chairman, he could 
nominate Councilor Rothhaus for the position of Chairman and her the position of Vice Chairman. 
 
Councilor Harrington remarked she is honored to be nominated. 
 
No other nominations were offered. 
 
Chairman Harrington declared nominations closed. 
 
Vote on election of Councilor Harrington to the position of Chairman of the Town Council  
6-0-1   
Councilor Harrington Abstained 
 
Councilor Harrington declared Chairman of the Town Council. 
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Chairman Harrington called for nominations for the position of Vice Chairman. 
 
Councilor Dwyer nominated Councilor Rothhaus 
 
Councilor Rothhaus stated a willingness to continue to serve in that capacity.   
No other nominations were offered. 
 
Chairman Harrington declared nominations closed. 
 
Vote on election of Councilor Rothhaus to the position of Vice Chairman of the Town Council 
6-0-1 
Councilor Rothhaus Abstained 
 
Councilor Rothhaus declared Vice Chairman of the Town Council. 
 
Recognitions, Resignations and Retirements  
 
1. Recognition of Town Employee  

Submitted by Human Resources Coordinator Sharon Marunicz  
 The Town Council will present a recognition plaque to Jason P. Kimball in recognition of more 

than 17 years of service to the Town of Merrimack Department of Public Works Highway 
Division; April 10, 2000 – February 3, 2017 

 
Chairman Harrington presented Jason P. Kimball with a plaque in recognition of the dedicated service 
he has provided to the citizenry of Merrimack during his 17 years of employment with the Town of 
Merrimack Public Works Department (PWD). 
 
Dawn Tuomala, Deputy Director/Town Engineer, PWD, remarked Jason is a very proud lifelong 
resident of Merrimack who started full time with the Town on April 10, 2000 as an Equipment 
Operator I.  In this position, he grew and excelled at performing tasks such as road and drainage repair, 
chainsaw use and maintenance, catch basin cleaning and repair, etc.  Jason was always available for 
emergency operations any time they came up.  He tackled each assignment with a positive, safety 
conscious attitude.  He was always thinking safety, and reminding others of its importance.  He was 
willing to actively participate in all of the safety training provided. 
 
Marian Wright Edelman once said education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your 
community and world better than you found it.  Deputy Director Tuomala stated her belief this saying 
suits Jason.  He is a Master Road Scholar through the UNH T squared program, which takes years of 
classroom and hands-on training to accomplish.  He was one of the first in Town to earn this honor. 
 
Deputy Director Tuomala thanked Mr. Kimball for his many years as a loyal, motivated, and valued 
member of the department, and expressed her good wishes for the future. 
 
Mr. Kimball remarked this Town is his home.  He spoke of his appreciation of the recognition.  He 
thanked those he has had the opportunity to work with.  He commented on how he will miss his 
colleagues and the work.   
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Vice Chairman Rothhaus remarked Jason is one of the most dedicated employees he has ever seen.  He 
loved his job and those he worked with.  He spoke of how appreciative he and others are of the work 
Jason has done, and how he will be missed.     
 
Appointments  
  
 1.  Annual Review with the Parks and Recreation Committee  
 Submitted by Parks and Recreation Committee Chair Chris Christensen  
 Per Town of Merrimack Charter Section 6-6, at least annually, there should be an annual review 

with the Parks and Recreation Committee.  This agenda item is to highlight the committee’s 
significant actions, current projects, anticipated actions, and to raise any concerns the Council 
should know or could act on. 

 
Chris Christensen, Chairman, Parks and Recreation Committee (Committee), stated the Committee has 
openings for two full-time and a few alternate positions.  The Committee supports activities for all age 
groups, and meets monthly; third Wednesday, typically in Town Hall.   
 
Mr. Christensen thanked the Council for its support in making the Function Hall at Wasserman Park 
usable again. 
 
The duties of the Committee include examination of issues brought before it.  The Committee 
communicates with the Council through Matt Casparius, Director, Parks and Recreation who in turn 
communicates to the Town Manager.  The Committee’s advisory functions include budgetary concerns 
as well as recommendations for amendments to rules, regulations, and Ordinances.  The Committee 
receives presentations from and assists in the projects of Eagle Scouts.  The Committee has had several 
meetings relative to the rules of the Merrimack Dog Park, which will celebrate its Grand Opening on 
May 6th.  Director Casparius performs a good many functions independently; however, keeps the 
Committee informed.   
 
The Committee participates in many of the events throughout Town, e.g., July 4th, Halloween 
celebration, etc.  Over the past few years, with an increase level of participation in community events, 
the need for additional volunteers has been noted. 
 
The Committee has a few sub-committees such as the Friends of the Merrimack Dog Park and the 
Athletic Field Sub-Committee, which is reviewing field needs for the Town.  It appears as though that 
group will be asked to provide input as to what will occur with the four recreational facilities on 
O’Gara Drive.  A few years ago discussion occurred with regard to the relocation of the ice rink.  
Although it might appear to be an easy task, beyond the moving of the ice rink there are considerations 
that have to be given to parking, snow removal, water, lighting etc. 
 
Vice Chairman Rothhaus commented on having had the opportunity to visit the Dog Park, and 
questioned if signage would be in place for the Grand Opening.  Mr. Christensen stated that to be the 
intent.   
 
Councilor Dwyer questioned, with the official notification of the School Board’s intent not to renew 
the agreement relative to O’Gara Drive, if there was consensus of the Council in regard to charging the 
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Committee to research and provide a recommendation relative to a new location for the skate park and 
ice rink. 
 
The Council stated agreement with charging the Committee to research and provide a 
recommendation as to possible future locations for the ice rink and skate park. 
 
Mr. Christensen suggested it may be that, during the next budget cycle, additional funds are earmarked 
for capital reserve funds for those functions.  There is a plan in place that has been in existence for 
some 10 years that presupposes the cost of developing an athletic field.  The fund currently has a 
balance of approximately $150,000.  In today’s dollars the cost is likely $250,000+ depending on the 
particular site. 
 
Public Hearing  
 
1. Public Hearing – Donation of Funds for Wasserman Park Basketball Court Upgrade  
 Submitted by Parks and Recreation Director Matthew Casparius  
 The Town Council will hold a public hearing to consider the acceptance and expenditure of a 

donation in the amount of $10,088 from resident Mark Roy to the Parks and Recreation 
Department to be used towards the purchase of 6 new basketball hoops for the courts located at 
Wasserman Park, pursuant to RSA 31:95-b and Charter Article 8-15. 

 
Matthew Casparius, Director, Parks and Recreation, stated the donation was unexpected and 
unsolicited.  The Department was approached by Mark Roy, an avid basketball fan who spends a good 
deal of time at the park.  The existing basketball hoops are aged.  The upper and lower courts each 
have 2 hoops.  What is proposed is a donation to the Town to allow for 3 new hoops at each of the 
courts, which would be adjustable to suits the needs of the particular age group utilizing them.   
 
Chairman Harrington declared the Public Hearing open at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Chris Christensen, Chairman, Parks and Recreation Committee 
 
Stated the Committee discussed this at its last meeting, and unanimously hopes the Council will accept 
this generous donation, and thanked Mr. Roy for bringing it forward. 
 
Chairman Harrington declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Councilor Koenig questioned the cost of installation.  Director Casparius responded they had initially 
been looking at it as a project for the PWD.  They have not gotten to the point of understanding 
whether that would be the case or if the bidding process would encompass installation. 
 
When asked if he could provide a guess, Assistant Town Manager/Finance Director Micali, remarked 
it depends on which unit is installed and whether the installation could be done by the PWD.  He stated 
the project would be completed within the amount of the donation.   
 
Councilor Koenig stated the donation was very specific, and questioned if the suggestion was that the 
language would not need to be followed.  Assistant Town Manager/Finance Director Micali responded 
that was not what he was suggesting.  He understands the wishes of the donor, but there is the need to 
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discuss the application of where they would be placed, e.g., to ensure those basketball hoops will meet 
the needs of the requirements of that area.   
 
Councilor Koenig stated his appreciation for the generous donation.   
 
When asked, Director Casparius stated the existing hoops are old and beat-up.  One was hit by a snow 
plow this winter when the parks were being plowed.     
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Koenig to approve the 
acceptance and expenditure of a donation in the amount of Ten Thousand Eighty Eight Dollars 
($10,088) from resident Mark Roy to the Parks and Recreation Department to be used towards 
the purchase of 6 new basketball hoops for the courts located at Wasserman Park, pursuant to 
RSA 31:95-b and Charter Article 8-15, and furthermore that the Council request Director 
Casparius write a thank you note to Mr. Roy expressing the Council’s deepest gratitude and 
thanks for his generous donation .  MOTION CARRIED  7-0-0 
 
Legislative Updates from State Representatives 
 
Representative Chris Christensen stated 2-3 PFOA/PFOS bills are being worked on.  Vice Chairman 
Rothhaus commented he has seen the legislation, but did not recall the specific details.  He questioned 
if the legislation requests the Department of Environmental Services (DES) identify numbers 
considered to be maximum levels of PFOA or if that would be left to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
 
Representative Christensen responded the one that most closely fits that description is House Bill 485.  
The committee liked what it was presented with.  However, no financial information was attached 
when the Committee and the House passed it.  When it went to the Finance Committee, the financial 
information was available.  Looking at it from that perspective, it is very difficult to afford.  In essence, 
it would shut down some water systems around the State.   
 
Vermont has had a similar level (20ppt) in their law for over a year.  They reviewed how they have 
handled it, and it turns out they have a very limited geographic area they are working in.  They are not 
testing statewide; they are not doing anything except right in North Bennington and perhaps a little 
around there.  Their expectation is that Saint-Gobain will pay for everything.  That is not the situation 
in New Hampshire.   
 
When the bills were first in the filing stages last fall, a lot of that information was not available.  Now 
that information is being made available.  There is another bill that will have a 3rd Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, which has an amendment pending.  That bill will take the numbers out of the law and give 
the responsibility to DES to make rules based on scientific information.  That is probably going to 
work out to be a much better approach. 
 
Vice Chairman Rothhaus stated his concern to be that a legislative body has the ability to rain havoc 
without ever being held accountable by the electorate; they are appointed/unelected individuals.  He 
requested his concerns be kept in mind as the bills are passing through. 
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Representative Christensen commented the balance act is if you put numbers in legislation, should the 
need arise, it cannot be changed easily.   
 
Vice Chairman Rothhaus commented he imagines the EPA has deeper pockets and would be willing to 
do the greater research.  He is uncertain DES would be able to do that given their limited budgets, etc.  
Chairman Harrington added that is why they were relying on the EPA to make the determination of 
what they did.   
 
Representative Christensen remarked they certainly have greater resources, on the other hand there are 
times when they decide not to devote their resources to things we would like them to do, and we don’t 
have any control over that.  There is speculation that EPA may be a shadow of its former self by the 
end of the year.  That is not known either.   
 
Representative Christensen spoke of the Council’s recent discussion of the MS4 situation; separate 
stormwater sewerage disposal.  It was noted New Hampshire is the only state that is not managing that 
at that level.   
 
Representative Christensen commented that situation is one where the feeling is the EPA does not 
want to do this, and is making it very difficult for the states to continue under their jurisdiction.  They 
have some support, some expertise, but they have the ability to pick and choose what they want to do. 
 
Chairman Harrington commented that point was made by Councilor Mahon at the last meeting; they 
are making it so horrendous that we will do anything to get away from EPA and have the State DES 
take over.  Their criteria is dramatically more difficult than any other state criteria. 
 
Councilor Koenig commented that a State takeover of the MS-4 permitting has financial tags tied to it, 
and that is what is making it very difficult for the legislature to move on it.  Councilor Koenig 
remarked the fact that Merrimack’s representatives think about the Town throughout this process is 
appreciated. 
 
Representative Christensen stated work is underway to bring two bills together on that issue; one from 
Senator Sanborn and one from Representative Gould; both from Bedford, NH.  Senator Sanborn’s bill 
contemplates new fees or the like to provide DES with the manpower to do what the EPA is doing 
now.  That will take a year or more to work its way through. 
 
Councilor Boyd stated his understanding the Senate President, Chuck Morse, slapped an amendment 
onto a specific Senate bill borrowing $5 million from the MtBE fund to provide a grant or loan to TCI 
in Amherst regarding PFOA contaminations that they have accepted responsibility for as it relates to 
drinking water in Amherst.  He questioned if there is anything coming down the pike that would allow 
others to borrow from the MtBE funding.  He also questioned if that might come under the auspice of 
the Drinking and Groundwater Council, which Representative Christensen is a member of. 
 
Representative Christensen remarked they have not met much, and explained one of the reasons for 
that is the fact there is not currently a DES Commissioner.  That and the timing of the legislative 
session have held that up.  Senator Morse is the Chairman of that Council.  The MtBE fund, he sees, 
and Representative Christensen does not disagree, as being used for loans as opposed to grants.  One of 
the questions you run into there is who is eligible.  TCI has said they don’t have the deep pockets that 
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Saint-Gobain does for example.  There are others saying it is an MtBE fund, and they still have MtBE 
projects going on, and maybe it should be used for that first before the court that awarded that money 
says you are supposed to be doing MtBE projects not something else.  There is a lot to consider there.  
He remarked it is certainly one avenue, and he believes it will probably work in that direction. 
 
Councilor Boyd commented Senator Sanborn’s bill was drastically amended to go from certain criteria 
regarding waterways and funding into being a study, which would be companioned with the House 
Bill, which he believes was setting up a study as it relates to the MS4.  He questioned if that has gone 
to Conference or Committees yet.  Representative Christensen responded it has not.  Representative 
Christensen stated Senator Sanborn’s bill is in his committee, and they will be talking about it on 
Tuesday.  Representative Gould’s bill is in the Senate.  They have not taken any action on it yet.   The 
basic difference is that Representative Gould’s bill did not request new funding or fees whereas 
Senator Sanborn’s bill did.  They differed a little on the potential makeup of the commission 
membership. 
 
Councilor Boyd stated his opinion the State should be controlling the issue because New Hampshire 
people know what goes on in New Hampshire.  He would not want a bureaucrat from Cambridge, MA. 
telling New Hampshire what to do.  He added, if it will require funding to professionalize DES so they 
are able to address those issues, and so that New Hampshire is controlling its own destiny as it relates 
to clean potable water, the better we are as a state. 
 
Town Manager’s Report  
 
Town-wide street sweeping began on April 17th.  Work is expected to be completed by the end of May.  
A zone map and listing of progress can be seen on the Highway Division web page.   
 
The Highway Division has been busy repairing potholes around Town.  If you see one, please report it 
to the Highway Division at 423-8551. 
 
All athletic fields are now open for recreation use. 
 
Police would like the patience and cooperation of the public during the annual MYA Baseball parade 
this Friday, the 28th from Town Hall to Bise Field (Kids Kove/MYA). There will be a minor delay to 
travel along D.W. Highway in this area between 5:30 and 6:00 pm.  There will be a significant amount 
of traffic coming to the center of Town.  Vice Chairman Rothhaus requested an announcement go out 
on Nixle.   
 
Consent Agenda - None 
 
Old Business - None 

 
New Business  
 
1. Merrimack Elementary School PTTF Color Fun Run  
 Submitted by Amy Wilson  

Town Council to consider the approval of a request of an Elementary School-wide 2nd Annual 
Color Fun Run event to be held at Wasserman Park on Friday, June 2, 2017.   
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Director Casparius stated the elementary schools have approached the Parks and Recreation 
Department about repeating the event they held last year.  He noted the department had no issues, and 
he encouraged the Council to approve the request. 
 
Councilor Albert stated agreement noting he had had the opportunity to be involved in the planning of 
the previous year’s event, which was very successful, and created no difficulties for the police or 
traffic. 
 
Councilor Koenig questioned if the same process would be followed as was undertaken the previous 
year.  Director Casparius stated that to be correct.  He noted the schools would coordinate with the 
Police Department on traffic and other details of the event.  The Parks and Recreation Department will 
section off parts of the park, etc.   
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Albert to approve the request for 
an Elementary School-wide 2nd Annual Color Fun Run event to be held at Wasserman Park on 
Friday, June 2, 2017.  MOTION CARRIED  7-0-0 

 
2. Town Center Committee Proposal for Walkway from D.W. Hwy into Abbie Griffin Park 

Submitted by Town Center Committee Member Peter Flood  
 Town Center Committee to present their proposal of a granite walkway from D.W. Highway up 

into Abbie Griffin Park per Action Item 1A of the Town Center Pedestrian and Trail Master Plan.  
 
Peter Flood, Town Center Committee stated he and Bill Wilkes are both members of the Town Center 
Committee and the Rotary Club, both of which they wished to represent.   
 
Mr. Flood remarked the Town Center Committee has been working on this project for about 9 years.  
The granite walkway is now all planned out.  He and Mr. Wilkes have been searching around Town for 
those who could provide the necessary goods and services, and have been successful in those 
endeavors. 
 
Included with the request to appear on the agenda was a letter from Nelson Disco, Chairman, Town 
Center Committee, seeking the Council’s permission to move forward with the construction of the 
project, identification of cost ($3,269) and value ($6,769), a letter from Troy Aarthun, President, 
Rotary Club of Merrimack, requesting the Town accept, as a gift, the value of the project to be given 
by the Rotary Club of Merrimack, and a plan identifying the location of the stairway (next to Mobil 
station; permission received from the station manager to park the truck that will deliver the granite 
pieces).  Also included is an enlarged depiction of the curvature of the stairway itself and the radius 
that will be used to achieve it.   
 
Also depicted was how the granite steps would be set in packed gravel in accordance with the wishes 
of the Director of Public Works.  The 7” riser of each step has been cleared with the Building 
Department.  The curbs themselves are curved; pieces of roadway curbing that when set into grass 
become lawn steps.  They have been used quite frequently as of late by architects, etc.  They should 
provide a nice appearance for passersby from the sidewalk.  The steps are not being built for heavy 
pedestrian traffic.  There will likely be as many using these steps as those who use the steps at Town 
Hall that connect the two buildings.  Yet that brick and granite walkway is a welcome optic.   
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Mr. Wilkes commented one of the reasons he is behind the project is to provide an inviting entrance to 
the gazebo.  This is but a piece of the Town Center Plan.  The long-term vision is to have a network of 
sidewalks and improve the walkability of the center of Town.   
 
Chairman Harrington questioned if there has been discussion with Kyle Fox, Director, PWD, regarding 
placement, etc.  Mr. Flood stated the discussion that took place resulted in a change in the plan to allow 
access for a mower to ride in between steps. 
 
Councilor Dwyer thanked the Town Center Committee, and commented when viewing the area from 
the street the grassy hill is beautiful, but was uninviting to go up that way (slope).  He stated his 
pleasure with how aesthetically pleasing granite will be.   
 
Mr. Flood spoke of the desire to engrave one of the risers (perhaps 6th one up) with “Gift of Rotary 
2017”. 
 
Councilor Dwyer commented on the great work the Rotary has done in Town, and remarked when the 
Rotary is behind a project, the Council is confident it is in good hands. 
 
Councilor Boyd expressed gratitude to the Rotary for its good work in the community. 
 
Local contributors to the project were thanked for their contribution; Gleason/Ineson, O’Keefe 
Landscaping Co., and Lakeview Materials, LLC. 
 
Mr. Flood commented Shawn O’Keefe is donating his time and labor to the extent of about $2,500 as a 
gift to Rotary so that the Rotary can make it a gift to the Town. 
 
Councilor Albert commented on the number of discussions he has with individuals regarding the 
identity and character of the Town and Town Center, and remarked this is a nice step in the right 
direction to continue that. 
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Koenig to approve the proposal 
of a granite walkway from D.W. Highway up into Abbie Griffin Park pursuant to Action Item 
1A of the Town Center Pedestrian Trail Master Plan, and furthermore that the Town Manager 
write a thank you note to the Rotary Club, Gleason/Ineson, O’Keefe Landscaping Co., and 
Lakeview Materials, LLC for being good corporate sponsors of important projects that benefit 
the community of Merrimack.  MOTION CARRIED  7-0-0 
 
Assistant Town Manager/Finance Director Micali noted the acceptance of the gift would be placed on 
the Council’s next agenda under Consent Agenda. 
 
3. Town Council Retreat /Goal Session  
 Submitted by Town Council Chairman Nancy Harrington  
 Town Council to decide when and where their Retreat / Goal Session will be held.  
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The Council identified the following as potential dates for the Retreat: 
 
Wednesday May 24, 2017 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 
 
It was noted the previously scheduled Town Council meeting for May 25th would be cancelled. 
 
4. Town Council Committee Assignments  
 Submitted by Town Council Chairman Nancy Harrington  
 The Town Council will determine committee assignments for the current year.  
 
The following committee assignments were made: 
 
Adult Community Center Representative; Councilor Harrington 
Conservation Commission; Councilor Flood 
Economic Development Citizen Advisory Committee; Councilor Boyd  
Heritage Committee; Councilor Rothhaus 
Highway Safety Committee; Councilor Rothhaus 
Merrimack Safeguard; Councilor Rothhaus 
New Hampshire Rail Transit Authority; Councilor Dwyer 
Parks & Recreation Committee; Councilor Albert 
Planning Board; Councilor Koenig 
Planning Board, Alternate; Councilor Boyd  
Nashua Regional Planning Commission; Councilor Boyd 
Technology Committee; Councilor Albert 
Town Center Committee; Councilor Flood 
 
5.  Town Manager Annual Evaluation  
 Submitted by Town Council Chairman Nancy Harrington and Vice Chair Finlay Rothhaus  
 Town Council to discuss revision of contract to reflect changes as a result of recent evaluation.  
 
Chairman Harrington stated the Council, during the yearly evaluation of the Town Manager, discussed 
changes to the contract.   
 
Councilor Koenig noted contract language refers to a 6-month review, and requested it be further 
amended to identify an annual review. 
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Koenig to approve the Town 
Manager’s contract, as amended.  MOTION CARRIED  5-0-2 
Councilors Albert and Dwyer Abstained 
 
Minutes  
 
Approve the minutes from the Town Council meeting of March 9, 2017 and March 23, 2017. 
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March 9, 2017 
 
The following amendments were offered: 
 
Page 3, Lines 18, 27, and 38; replace “site” with “sight” 
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Flood to accept the meeting 
minutes of the Town Council meeting of March 9, 2017, as amended.  MOTION CARRIED   
5-0-2 
Councilors Albert and Dwyer Abstained 
 
March 15, 2017 
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Koenig to accept the meeting 
minutes of the Special Town Council meeting of March 9, 2017, as presented.  MOTION 
CARRIED  5-0-2 
Councilors Albert and Dwyer Abstained 
 
March 23, 2017 
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Dwyer to accept the meeting 
minutes of the Town Council meeting of March 23, 2017, as presented.  MOTION CARRIED   
6-0-1 
Councilor Albert Abstained 
Comments from the Press - None 
 
Comments from the Public - None 
 
Comments from the Council 
 
Councilor Boyd recognized the Merrimack High School Granite State Challenge Team; made it all the 
way to the quarter finals losing a close match to Bedford. 
 
Councilor Boyd recognized Robert Sawdey, a sophomore at Merrimack High School, who competed 
and won the 2017 New Hampshire Scholastic Chess Tournament.  He will be competing in the 
National Tournament in Missouri in June.   
 
Councilor Boyd recognized Aiden Hanning, an 8th grade student at Merrimack Middle School who 
won the New England and National Championships in the 135lb wrestling class. 
 
Councilor Albert noted the prior Sunday the VFW honored Officer John Dudash as the Police Officer 
of the Year, Firefighter Shawn Brechtel as the Fireman of the Year and William Dodge as the EMT of 
the year.   
 
Councilor Flood spoke of having become aware that Janet Cormier passed away.  Janet was a long-
time member of the Parks and Recreation Committee and an exemplary leader.  She moved to the 
Southwest some time ago.   
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Vice Chairman Rothhaus spoke of Joe Sikora of Reeds Ferry Lumber who has been a fixture in the 
Town and has offered discounts to the PWD on projects, Boy Scout projects, etc.  Joe will be cleaning 
his desk off after 35 years.  He expressed his gratitude to Mr. Sikora. 
 
Councilor Koenig stated the Planning Board is expecting a full agenda at its next meeting, which will 
include a project at the former Shaws complex. 
 
Adjourn 
 
MOTION made by Councilor Boyd and seconded by Councilor Albert to adjourn the meeting.  
MOTION CARRIED  7-0-0 
 
The April 27, 2017 meeting of the Town Council was adjourned at 8:39 p.m.  
 
Submitted by Dawn MacMillan 


