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March I, 2008 

April I, 2008 

April 15, 2008 

May I, 2008 

May 15, 2008 

June 30, 2008 

July 1,2008 

December I, 2008 

January I, 2008 

February 18, 2008 

May 26, 2008 

July 4, 2008 

Dates to Remember 

Last day to file Abatement Application for tax year 2007, per RSA 76:16. 

All real property assessed to owner of records this date. 

Last day to file for elderly, disabled, handicapped, and blind exemptions 

and veteran tax credits. 

Last day to file current use applications, per RSA 79-A. 

Last day for filing applications for tax-exempt properties and for special 

assessment of residences in industrial or commercial zone, per RSA 75:11. 

Dog licenses expire. 

Timber Tax Report of Cut due. 

Fis cal year ends. 

Fiscal year begins. 

Last day to pay final installment of 2008 property taxes without interest 

penalty. 

Town Holidays for 2008 
Town Hall will be Closed on These Important Days 

New Year's Day September I, 2008 Labor Day 

Observed 
November I I, 2008 Veteran's Day 

President's Day 
November 27 & 28, 2008 Thanksgiving 

Memorial Day Day Holiday 

Independence Day December 25, 2008 Christmas Day 

For more information, please call the Town Manager's office at (603) 424-233 I. 

Printing provided by Emns Printing, Concord, NH 

C01·er design by William Green, Merrimack, NH 
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2007 ANNUAL REPORT 

Merrimack Town Hall 
6 Baboosic Lake Road 
Merrimack, NH 03054 

Telephone: (603) 424-2331 

Chairman Betty J. Spence 

Term Expires 2009 

Town Council 

(H) (603) 424-2661 bspence@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

Vice Chairman Thomas J. Mahon (H) (603) 424-4189 tmahon@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

Term Expires 2009 

Councilor Nancy M. Harrington (H) (603) 424-2043 nharrington@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

Term Expires 2010 

Councilor Michael R. Malzone 

Term Expires 2009 

Councilor David \V. McCray 

Term Expires 2008 

Councilor Finlay C. Rothhaus 

Term Expires 2008 

Councilor Timothy Tenhave 

Term Expires 2010 

Town Attorney 
Upton and Hatfield 

Town Moderator 
Lynn Christensen 

(H) (603) 424-7794 mmalzone@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

(H) (603) 424-2282 dmccray@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

(H) (603) 424-8011 frothhaus@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

(H) (603) 424-0518 ttenhave@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

Town Manager 
Keith R. Hickey 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
Diane Trippett 

Town Treasurer 
Linda Wilson 
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INTRODUCTION 

Merrimack Town Council 

First Row: Vice Chairman Thomas Mahon, Chairman Betty Spence, Councilor David McCray 

Second Row: Councilor Tim Tenhave, Councilor Michael Malzone, 

Councilor Nancy Harrington, Councilor Finlay Rothhaus 

We, the Merrimack Town Council and Town Manager, are pleased and proud to present you 

with the 2007 Annual Report for the Town of Merrimack. This Annual Report was compiled 

through the efforts of your local public officials to serve as a permanent record for the year 2007 . 

We would like to extend our appreciation to all of the local officials, community volunteers, and 

Town employees who have contributed countless hours of service to the Town of Merrimack. 

As always, your comments and questions regarding this report are welcome. Please call, write, or 

just stop by Town Hall and speak with a member of our staff . 

Thank you . 

Merrimack Town Hall • 6 Baboosic Lake Road • Merrimack, NH 03054 

Phone: (603) 424-2331 • Fax: (603) 424-0461 • \Vebsite: www.ci.merrimack.nh.us 

6 



2007 Town Council Report 
Submitted by Merrimack Town Council 

This year was full of activity for the Merrimack Town Council! Following are some highlights of 

the year 2007 in Merrimack. 

April IO, 2007 -Annual Election 

Nancy M. Harrington, originally elected as a Selectman to complete the term of Chuck Mower, 

became a Town Councilor with the adoption of the Town Charter. Timothy Tenhave was elected 

to his first term on the Town Council replacing Tom Koenig who completed his 3-year term. 

May 1, 2007 - Benefit Softball Game 

Spring rains brought flooding to Merrimack for the second 

consecutive year. In an effort to assist the affected residents, 

the Town Council sponsored a benefit softball game that 

pitted the Merrimack Police Department against the Town 

Council All-Stars (that included Governor John Lynch). 

Prior to the benefit softball game, $8,259 in donations had 

been received. The benefit itself raised $4,691 for flood 

victims, with additional donations of $5,180 received post­

event, for a total of $18,130. While the Council tips our 

collective hat to the Police Department for their victory in 

the game ( final score was 31-6), we recognize the true 

winners to be the people of Merrimack for once agam 

stepping up to the plate for the victims of the flood. 

The Town Council All-Stars 

(Photo courtesy of Michael Cirelli Photography) 

!\lay 25, 2007 - Norma French Playground 

Dedication 

Nonna French Playground sign at the 
entrance to the Park 

The Town of Merrimack dedicated the playground 

at Wasserman Park in memory of Norma French, 

and officially named the Norma French Playground 

at a Ceremony held in her honor. The unusually hot 

and humid day included the unveiling of the sign at 

the entrance to the Park, distinguished guests and 

speakers, a cookout with Town Manager Keith 

Hickey running the grill, and children's activities, 

including face painting and balloon animals. 
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People begin to gather at Abbie Griffin Park 
for the Toll Revolt motorcade 

August 27, 2007 - Toll Revolt Day

At the Town Council meeting of July 26, 2007, a 

"MOTION was made by Chairman McCray and 

seconded by Councilor Malzone to declare Monday, 

August 27, 2007, as Merrimack Toll Revolt Day 

and to ask residents of Merrimack to pay the tolls 

with pennies. MOTION CARRIES 6-0-0." Toll 

Revolt Day was intended to be a peaceful symbolic 

protest illustrating the Town's frustration over 

having more toll booths than any other town or city 

in New Hampshire. On that Monday, over 100 

vehicles participated in the afternoon motorcade . 

September 11, 2007 - "A Day to Remember" Sixth Annual Commemoration

The Town Council proclaimed September 11, 200 I, "A Day to Remember," and further resolved 

that "the citizens of Merrimack remember with eternal respect those whose lives were suddenly, 

without cause, pointlessly taken from them. May they forever rest in peace and abide in our 

memory." At the sixth annual commemoration, inclement weather brought the ceremony indoors 

from Abbie Griffin Park, as Merrimack residents joined together in remembrance at the James 

Mastricola Upper Elementary School. 

September 13, 2007 - Donation of Land to State for District Courthouse

On this date, the Council moved: "MOTION was made by Councilor Mahon and seconded by 

Councilor Tenhave to donate at least 0.5 acres of land on the two acre parcel that makes up the 

Town Hall Complex to the State of New Hampshire for the construction of a new district court 

building, contingent upon satisfactory agreement with the Town on: placement on the site; 

architectural blending with Town Hall buildings; and deed restrictions for closure, conversion, 

change of use or any other cessation of the original purpose of the structure." MOTION 

CARRIES 5-2-0. Chairman McCray and Councilor Malzone voted in the negative . 

September 29, 2007 - Dedication of the Corporal Tim Gibson Memorial Athletic Field

The Town of Merrimack held a ceremony in honor of Marine Corporal 

Tim Gibson who gave his life for his country in Operation Iraqi 

Freedom on January 26, 2005, at the age of 23. The ceremony included 

the renaming and dedication of the fields just off of Atherton Road 

(formally known as the Turkey Hill Athletic Fields) as the Corporal 

Tim Gibson Memorial Athletic Complex, and the unveiling of a 

monument. 
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October 20, 2007 - Merrimack Fall Festival and Business Expo 

The Council proclaimed the week of October 14 through October 

20, 2007, Business Appreciation Week. Throughout that week, 

as customers shopped at the many Merrimack establishments, 

they could enter a raffle for prizes drawn at the first annual 

Merrimack Fall Festival and Business Expo that capped off the 

week on October 20, 2007. The Expo attracted more than 100 

local businesses, which showcased their wares and services at 

three different Expo venues, including Abbie Griffin Park, James 

Mastricola Upper Elementary School's All Purpose Room, and 

the Smith Gym. Kids and adults dressed in Halloween 

costumes, with plenty of candy and entertainment, 

contributed to the festive atmosphere. 

Residents dressed in costumes 
added to the festivities! 

(Photo courtesy of Mary Pelrine) 

October 31, 2007 - Hosted Governor and Executive Council Meeting 

r;,- I • -

'f ' ' �- _.. . 
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Governor John Lynch 

welcomes all to the meeting 

The Town of Merrimack was pleased and honored to host the 

Governor and Executive Council at the John O'Leary Adult 

Community Center on October 3 I, 2007. The breakfast meeting 

featured presentations regarding the inequity of the toll situation in 

Merrimack by Representative Chris Christensen, Representative 

Maureen Mooney, Town Councilor Thomas J. Mahon, Merrimack 

Business Representative Chris Conway of CEJ Computer Systems, 

and Merrimack Resident Lisa Marshall. Father de Laire of Our Lady 

of Mercy Church provided the invocation and Pamela Smith of the 

Merrimack Community Concert Association kicked . off the 

Governor and Executive Council meeting by singing America the 

Beautifi,/ and The Star-Spangled Banner. Executive Councilor 

Debora Pignatelli continues to work for toll relief for Merrimack 

residents. 

The Merrimack Town Council 

Chairman Betty J. Spence, Vice Chairman Thomas J. Mahon, Councilor Nancy M. Harrington, 

Councilor Michael R. Malzone, Councilor David W. McCray, Councilor Finlay C. Rothhaus, 

and Councilor Timothy Tenhave 
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Town Manager's 2007 Annual Report 
Submitted by Town Manager Keith Hickey 

The year 2007 was busy and productive for the Town of Merrimack. Many operational changes 

occurred during the year in an attempt to provide a more cost effective and streamlined 

government for this community . 

A $1. 7 million drainage bond was approved by the voters allowing much needed drainage work 

to be done over the next two years. Several neighborhoods will have drainage work completed 

with funds from the approved bond. This bond is the first step in addressing town-wide drainage 

issues 

The Town Council approved an energy conservation policy during the year that very quickly 

began seeing results. With the continued volatility of energy prices, exploring ways to use energy 

as efficiently as possible will be crucial. The Town purchased its first subcompact car replacing a 

retired police car to be used by Town office staff reducing the cost of gas and repairs. The Town 

also partnered with the Merrimack School District in bidding for heating oil for the 2007 /08 

heating season allowing both parties to receive a better heating oil price . 

Police Chief William Mulligan retired during 2007 after serving Merrimack for 33 years, the last 

five as Chief. Deputy Chief Michael Milligan was appointed Police Chief shortly after Chief 

Mulligan's resignation. I am confident the Merrimack Police Department will continue to 

provide the high level of service this community has become accustomed to under Chief 

Milligan's command . 

During the spring of 2007, flooding again occurred in parts of Merrimack. The residents of those 

areas have become much too familiar with the hardships that flooding brings. With the 

cooperation of ten Beacon Drive homeowners affected by the flooding, the Town has applied for 

federal flood mitigation funds. If approved, the grant funding would allow the Town to purchase 

the ten properties and remove the homes, eliminating any future property loss to those 

homeowners. An answer on the grant application is expected by June of 2008 . 

In closing, I would like to thank the residents and business owners for their support over the past 

year. Please feel free to call me at (603) 424-233 I or email at khickey@ci.merrimack.nh.us 

any questions or concerns you may have . 

Town Manager's Office 

Town Manager Keith R. Hickey, Human Resources Coordinator Sharon Beland, 

Technology Coordinator William Miller, Executive Secretary Deb Courtemanche, 

and Secretary Maureen Atwood 
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Town Officials 

State Senator Sheila Roberge 
Executive Councilor Debora Pignatelli 

(H) (603) 472-8391 sheila.roberge@leg.state.nh.us
(W) (603) 888-5245 deb@debpignatelli.com

Representatives to the General Court 

Richard \V. Barry 

Peter L. Batula 

Chris Christensen 

Nancy J. Elliott 

Peyton B. Hinkle 

Robert J. L'Heureux 

�faureenC.�fooney 

James M. O'Neil 

(H) (603) 880-3731 dickbany@juno.com 

(H) (603) 424-6091 stoj@juno.com 

(H) (603) 424-2542 chris.christensen@leg.state.nh.us 

(H) (603) 889-3179 nancy elliott@elliott-controls.com 

(H) (603) 429-2299 petehinkle@verizon.net 

(H) (603) 424-2539 bob.l'heureux@leg.state.nh.us 

(H) (603) 578-4890 maureen.mooney@leg.state.nh.us 

(H) (603) 424-3059 jim.o'neil@leg.state.nh.us 

Supervisors of the Checklist 

Chair Margaret Petrovic 

Democrat 

Coordinator Anne McCann 

Linda Allen 
Irene Arsenault 

Geri Botsch 
Mildred Brightman 

Ann Burrows 
Krystyna Ciesluk 

Judy DeCato 
Larry DeCato 

Bonnie Dunham 
Jackie Flood 

Joan Glencross 
Nancy Greaney 

Marilyn Greenspan 
Bonita Knight 
Mary Moriarty 
Sandy Russell 

Pauline St. Germain 

Jane Coehlo Adrienne Colsia 

Ballot Inspectors 
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Republican 

Coordinator Yvonne Hinckley 

Dick Barry 
Barbara Becker 

Frank Besse 
Joyce Dembow 
Steve Dembow 

Peter Duke 
Eileen Harris 
Anita Hinkle 
Dave Johnson 

Fern Jones 
Connie Kreider 
Fran L'Heureux 

Carol Matsis 
Judith May 

Jackie Mylander 
Jack Plant 

Josephine Plant 
Dick Roulx 
Ruth Roulx 
John Segedy 
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In Appreciation 

For Outstanding Service 

2007 Police Officer of the Year 

Community Service/DARE Officer Walter Kwiecinski 

2007 Employee Service Recognitions 

35 Years of Service 

Becky Sullivan, Department of Public Works - Wastewater Division 

30 Years of Service 

James Taylor, Department of Public Works - Wastewater Division 

Cecil Peters, Department of Public Works - Wastewater Division 

20 Years of Service 

Mark Akerstrom, Fire Department 

Richard Barrows, Fire Department 

Marc Bechard, Fire Department 

Gerard Beland, Fire Department 

David Blaine, Department of Public Works - Wastewater Division 

Norman Carr, Jr., Fire Department 

Bruce Cornelius, Fire Department 

Evelyn Gillis, Community Development Department 

Scott Simpson, Fire Department 

Kenneth Stimson, Jr., Police Department 

David Trepaney, Fire Department 
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In Appreciation 

2007 Employee Service Recognitions (Cont.) 

10 Years of Service 

Richard Gagne, Fire Department 

Sherry Kalish, Parks and Recreation Department 

Janet Killpartrick, Town Clerk/Tax Collector's Office 

Louis Lapointe, Department of Public Works -Highway Division 

David Lent, Department of Public Works -Administration 

Wayne Lombard, Department of Public Works -Highway Division 

5 Years of Service 

Ernest Buck, Department of Public Works -Parks Maintenance Division 

Karen Costello, Police Department 

Michael Currier, Fire Department 

Erika Dewyze, Police Department -Communications Division 

Christopher Dowling, Police Department 

Robert Golemo, Department of Public Works -Highway Division 

Donald Lavoie, Department of Public Works -Wastewater Division 

Kenneth ftfacLeod, Police Department 

Carol ftfiner, Community Development 

Ian Robinson, Department of Public Works -Solid Waste Division 

Kennet!, Val/ancourt, Department of Public Works -Highway Division 

2007 Town of Merrimack Retirees 

Department of Public Works 

James Dwire (12/31/2006) 

Steve Garczynski 

Wayne Johnson 

James Sheldon 

Lindsay Wilson 

Fire Department 

Gerard Beland 

Police Department 

Walter Kwiecinski 

Ronald Levierge 

William Mulligan 

Carl Scott 

Paul Stavenger 
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A Salute to our Volunteers 
Submitted by the Town Council and Town Manager 

This year we are excited and proud to recognize our volunteers for their dedication and many 

hours of service to the Town of Merrimack: 

May 8, 2007: 

Florence Brown received the 2007 New Hampshire Preservation 

Achievement Award for her dedicated preservation advocacy and 

education. The Preservation Alliance is the statewide nonprofit 

organization dedicated to the preservation of New Hampshire's 

historic buildings, landscapes and communities through leadership, 

education and advocacy. For two decades, the Preservation Alliance 

has recognized projects and people for significant contributions to 

the preservation of New Hampshire's historic resources . 

October 31, 2007: 

At the Governor and Executive Council meeting held at the John O'Leary Adult Community 

Center, Ruth Roub:, Phil Straight, Debra Huffman, and Ted Parmenter were recognized for 

their outstanding volunteer service to the Town of Merrimack. They were presented with a 

citation from Governor John Lynch and Executive Councilor Debora Pignatelli . 

November 8, 2007: 

Ruth Roub: received the New Hampshire Local Government 

Center's 20th Annual Municipal Volunteer Award for her 

commitment and dedication to the community of Merrimack . 

We gratefully acknowledge all our many volunteers for their 

time and dedication for making Merrimack a great place to 

live! If you have a desire to be active in the community, our 

committees want you. Please submit a Letter of Intent 

indicating your qualifications, length of residency, previous 

Town positions held ( either elected or appointed), and experience related to the position and send 

it to the Town Manager's Office at 6 Baboosic Lake Road . 
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2007 Committee Memberships • 

Originally Current 
• 

;Member Name Af!_f!_ointed Af!.f!.ointment Term Exeires Resigned • 

Cable TV Ad1•isory Committee: • 

• 
Brian McCarthy, Chair 217/2002 2/24/2005 2/24/2008 

Joel Levine, Vice Chairman 2/!9/2004 1/11/2007 6/30/2010 • 

Pam Tinker, Full Member 11/5/1998 7/26/2007 6/30/20IO • 

Richard Morrissey, Full Member 11/14/2002 l/l 1/2007 6/30/20IO • 

John Lastowka, Full Member 5/!4/2007 5/14/2007 6/30/2009 • 
Nathan Fisher, Full Member 8/9/2007 8/9/2007 6/30/2009 • 

Conservation Commission: • 

Andy Powell, Chairman 7/17/!997 8/I0/2006 6/30/2009 • 

Robert Croatti, Vice Chairman 3/21/2002 6/23/2005 6/23/2008 • 
Phil Straight, Full Member 5/18/2006 5/!8/2006 5/l 8/2008 • 
Walt Wienzek, Full Member 7/24/2003 8/!8/2005 8/18/2008 

• 
Eber Currier, Full Member 9/21/1989 8/l0/2006 6/30/2009 

• 
Douglas Starr, Full Member 6/23/2005 8/10/2006 6/30/2009 

Conservation Commission - Grater Woods Subcommittee:
• 

• 
Thomas Vaillancourt, Full Member 4/6/2007 4/6/2007 6/30/20IO 

• 
John Diggins, Full Member 3/l 9/2007 3/19/2007 6/30/20IO 

Conserl'lltion Commission - Horse Hill Nature Preserve Subcommittee:
• 

• 
Robert Croatti, Ex Officio 9/11/2006 9/11/2006 6/23/2008 

• 
Newton Coryell, Chairman 9/25/2006 9/25/2006 6/30/2008 

Debra Huffman, Full Member 9/25/2006 9/24/2007 6/30/2008 • 

Helynne Wenz, Full Member 9/25/2006 9/24/2007 6/30/2008 • 

Constance Kreider, Full Member 9/25/2006 9/25/2006 6/30/2008 • 

Denise O'Dwyer, Full Member 9/25/2006 9/25/2006 6/30/2009 • 

Roland Roberge, Full Member 11/29/2007 11/29/2007 6/30/2009 • 
Harold Watson, Alternate 9/25/2006 9/25/2006 6/30/2009 • 
Timothy Tenhave, Full Member 9/25/2006 4/10/2007 

• 
Economic Development Citi:en Ad1·isory Committee: 

• 
William W. Boyd, lll, Chairman 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2010 • 
Fran L'Heureux, Vice Chairman 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2010 

• 
Debra Huffman, Secretary 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2008 

• 
Jamie Macfarland, Full Member 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2008 

Linda Bonetti, Full Member 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2008 • 

• 

• 

• 
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• 2007 Committee Memberships (Cont.) 

• 

• Originally Current 

• 
Member Name Appointed Appointment Term Expires Resigned 

• 
Economic Development Citizen Advisory Committee (cont.): 

•
Daniel Dwyer, Full Member 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2009 

• 
Robert Kelley, Full Member 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2009 

Susan Lee, Full Member 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2009 
• Alastair Millns, Full Member 3/8/2007 9/27/2007 

• Dick Barry, Full Member 3/8/2007 6/30/2010 

• Lee Mayhew, Full Member 3/8/2007 9/27/2007 

• Heritage Commission:

• Florence Brown, Chairman 1/22/1998 8/10/2006 8/10/2009 

• Constance Kreider, Vice Chairman 4/21/2005 4/21/2005 4/21/2008 

• Ruth Roulx, Full Member 9/5/2002 8/10/2007 

• Joseph P. Geiger, Full Member 4/21/2005 4/21/2005 4/21/2008 

• Peyton Hinkle, Full Member 7/22/2004 7/12/2007 6/30/2010 

• Nashua Regional Planning Commission (NRPC):

• Timothy Tenhave, Full Member 5/10/2007 5/10/2007 5/10/2008 

• Donald Wunderlich, Full Member 3/21/2002 2/19/2004 2/19/2008 

•
Nelson Disco, Full Member 12/7/2000 9/28/2006 6/30/2008 

• 
James Elliott, Full Member 4/19/2007 4/19/2007 6/30/2009 

Karin Elmer, Alternate 2/6/2003 2/19/2004 2/19/2008 
• Richard Roulx, Full Member 9/5/2002 6/18/2007 

• 
Parks and Recreation Committee:

• 
Janet Cormier, Chairman 1/22/1998 8/10/2006 6/9/2009 

• Chris Christensen, Vice Chairman 6/27/2002 6/2/2005 6/2/2008 

• Nathan Fisher, Full Member 7/12/2007 7/12/2007 6/30/2010 

• Robert 0. Bergin, Full Member* 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2010 

• Aaron Goldstein, Full Member 3/8/2007 3/8/2007 6/30/2010 

• Laura Jaynes, Full Member* 6/28/2007 6/28/2007 6/30/2010 

• Ruth Roulx, Full Member 9/7/2000 8/10/2007 

•
Deborah Robinson, Full Member 7/22/2004 7/22/2007 

• 
Jim Taylor, MY A Liaison 07/01/2003 7/12/2007 6/30/2008 

Lorraine Lessard, Adult C.C. Rep. 11/01/2006 7/26/2007 6/30/2008 
• Jack Mulrey, Student Rep . 09/01/2004 7/1/2007 6/30/2008 

• George Markwell, School Board Rep. 07/01/2005 7/1/2007 6/30/2008 

• (*Previously served on this committee)

• 

• 
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2007 Committee Memberships (Cont.) 

Originally Current 
ftfember Name Af!f!.Ointed Al!.f!.ointment Term Ex{!ires 

Planning Board: 

Nelson Disco, Chairman 4/1/1979 6/23/2005 6/23/2008 

Arthur "Pete" Gagnon, Secretary 5/9/1974 6/23/2005 6/23/2008 

Alastair Millns, Full Member 1/13/2005 8/23/2007 6/30/2010 

Tom Koenig, Full Member 9/27/2007 9/27/2007 6/23/2008 

John Segedy, Full Member 5/5/1983 8/10/2006 6/30/2009 

Stanley Bonislawski, Full Member 7/24/2003 3/8/2007 6/30/2010 

Stephen Komisarek, Full Member 7/22/2004 

Carol Ann Morrison, Full Member 6/21/2001 

Richard Jones, Alternate 4/21/2005 4/21/2005 4/21/2008 

Matthew Sheppard, Alternate 2/9/2006 2/9/2006 2/9/2009 

William W. Boyd, III, Alternate 9/13/2007 9/13/2007 6/30/2010 

Watson Park Committee (Term = "until removed or committee disbands"): 

Jackie Flood, Chair 9/14/2006 9/14/2006 

Constance Kreider, Full Member 9/14/2006 9/14/2006 

Richard Maloon, Full Member 9/14/2006 9/14/2006 

Phil Straight, Full Member 9/14/2006 9/14/2006 

Harold Watson, Full Member 9/14/2006 9/14/2006 

Ruth Roulx, Full Member 9/14/2006 

Mary Jo Baker, Alternate 6/14/2007 6/14/2007 

Zoning Board of Adjustment: 

Richard Barry, Chairman 6/2/1994 6/23/2005 6/23/2008 

William Barry, Vice Chairman 6/1/2000 8/10/2006 6/30/2008 

Timothy Dutton, Full Member 2/5/1998 8/10/2006 6/30/2009 

Gregory Roberts, Full Member 11/20/2003 1/] 1/2007 6/30/2010 

Ronald Douville, Full Member 8/10/2006 7/12/2007 6/30/2009 

Stanley Bonislawski, Full Member 2/6/2003 

Phil Straight, Alternate 5/18/2006 5/18/2006 6/30/2008 

Tony Pellegrino, Alternate 1/11/2007 1/11/2007 6/30/2010 

Submitted by Brenda J. Cloutier 

THANK YOU! 
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A Piece of Merrimack History-The Boston Post Cane 

In August 1909, many towns in the Northeast received a letter from E.A. Grozier, Editor and 

Publisher of The Boston Post requesting "a little favor" of the Board of Selectmen. He continued, 

"The Boston Post desires to present, with its compliments, to the oldest citizen of your town, a 
gold headed cane, and as you are doubtless well informed as to the citizens of your town, we ask 
that you make the selection and presentation." Mr. Grozier describes the Cane as "a fine 
one ... the stick is of carefully selected Gaboon ebony from the Congo, Africa, and the head is 

made of rolled gold of 14 karat fineness." The Canes were issued to approximately 410 towns in 

The Boston Post's circulation area. They were to be issued, by the Selectmen, to the "oldest 

citizen of your town" and passed to the next oldest at the time of the holder's death . 

The Merrimack Cane has been awarded to seven recorded recipients: 

I William Rockwood (died 1911) 
I John Stevens (died February 1912) 
I Orison Sanderson (died December 1912) 
I Alice Wallace ( died 1921) 
I Anson Platts (died 1940) 
I John 0. Spalding (died 1949) 
/ Brainard S. Caswell ( died 195 I) 

After Mr. Caswell' s death, his heirs returned the Cane to the Selectmen' s Office. Then, the Cane 

mysteriously disappeared. On January 3, 1996, after an absence of 45 years, Merrimack's Boston 
Post Cane came home! 

The Cane was then awarded to: 

I Rhoda Cross (died January 9, 1998) 
I Yvonne Carter (died February 19, 2001) 
I Theresa Perozzi ( died November 22, 200 I) 
I Louis Sperry ( died November I I, 2004) 

On February 25, 2005, the Board of Selectmen announced Merrimack's oldest citizen 

Thomas Gouvalaris, as the Town's holder of the Boston Post cane. Thomas Gouvalaris 
was born in Kasimi, Greece, on December 20, 1911, and moved to Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island, in 1912. Thomas relocated to Manchester, New Hampshire, in 1947 where met 

and married his wife of 57 years, Katherine. Thomas and Katherine moved to 
Merrimack in 1971, where they purchased the home at which they presently reside and 
raised their two daughters, Anna and Maria . 

Merrimack's Boston Post Cane hangs outside the Town Clerk/Tax Collector's Office at Town 
Hall . 
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2007 Annual Report Contest 

The Town of Merrimack 2007 Annual Report Cover Design Contest commenced on Monday, 

November 5, 2007, and concluded on Friday, January 4, 2008, at 5:00 PM. The rules for 

submissions were as follows: 

I. CONTEST is open to Merrimack residents only.

2. CONTEST is open to all ages.

3. CONTEST entrant may be a TOWN employee as long as they are also a Merrimack resident

and understand that being a TOWN employee will not allow them any special concessions

and/or preference.

4. CONTEST entrant may be a professional, but it is understood that no fees will be paid by the

TOWN for any design entries received.

5. All entries received become the exclusive property of the TOWN.

6. The winning design will be chosen by a panel of judges consisting of the Merrimack Town

Manager and his staff, and will be announced on Thursday, January IO, 2008.

7. The decision of the judges is final.

8. All entries must be the original design and artwork of the entrant. Entries must not be

plagiarized, stolen, or copied from any other source.

9. Each entry must include a completed and signed official entry form.

This year's winner is William Green, a Merrimack resident and the editorial cartoonist at the 

Merrimack Journal. He states, "It's been a fun outlet for me, and entertaining for the community 

as well I hope." Congratulations, WiIIIiam! 

William Green 
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Merrimack Town Meeting Deliberative Session 
Submitted by Town Clerk/Tax Collector Diane Trippett 

March 13, 2007 

The Deliberative Session of the Annual Town Meeting was convened at 7:00 p.m. in the All­

Purpose Room of the Mastricola Upper Elementary School on Baboosic Lake Road in 

Merrimack, New Hampshire, with Town Moderator Lynn Christensen presiding. Moderator 

Christensen led the Pledge of Allegiance and outlined the rules of the meeting and procedures to 

be followed . 

Town Council Chairman David McCray introduced councilors Betty Spence, Tom Koenig, 

Michael Malzone, Nancy Harrington, Tom Mahon, and Finlay Rothhaus . 

Moderator Christensen introduced Town Manager Keith Hickey. Town Manager Hickey 

introduced attorney Matthew Upton, Finance Administrator Paul Micali, Executive Secretary 

Brenda Cloutier, Town Clerk/Tax Collector Diane Trippett, Administrative Assessor Tracy 

Doherty, Community Development Director Walter Warren, Assistant Public Works Director 

Jim Taylor, Police Chief Bill Mulligan, Fire Chief Michael Currier, Welfare Administrator Pat 

Murphy, Parks and Recreation Director Sherry Kalish, and Library Director Janet Angus . 

Article 2 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,708,000 for drainage improvement 

projects, related road reconstruction, and expenses related to the issuance of municipal bonds; to 

finance said sum by the issuance of bonds or serial notes in accordance with the provisions of the 

Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and in an amount not to exceed $1,708,000 and by any federal, 
state, or private grants that may be made available in conjunction with said purpose; to authorize 
the Town Council to apply for and accept said grants of federal, state, or private aid; to authorize 

the Town Council to issue, negotiate, sell, and deliver said bonds and notes and to determine the 

rate of interest, the maturity, and other terms pertaining thereto; to authorize the Town Council to 

take any other action or to pass any other vote relative to said purpose and financing; and to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $43,000 for the purpose of 2007-08 interest on said bonds or serial 

notes? (2/3 ballot vote required for approval) (Recommended by the Town Council 5-0-0) 

Councilor Koenig moved Article 2 as printed. Councilor McCray seconded the motion . 

Councilor Koenig spoke to the article explaining that it is similar to the one that was presented 

last year. He stated that last year's article received a majority vote, instead of the 60% needed for 

bond passage. This year, under the Charter, a two-thirds approval vote will be needed for 

passage. The intent is to fund this project through bonding to pay for desperately needed 

drainage improvements on multiple streets. This is a fiscally responsible program that allows for 

the management and maintenance of roads and drainage infrastructure. Public Works Director 
Ed Chase stated that drainage is a critical issue for the Town and that this is the first of at least 

two drainage improvement proposals that will be needed. During 2007 a town wide drainage 

improvement master plan will be finalized and include estimated costs for future projects. The 

projections are expected to be in the several million dollar range. Drainage improvements will 
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include the installation of catch basins, curbing and drainage swales to protect the streets, 
infrastructure and private property. He added that plans include the installation of sewer lines at 
the same time as the drainage improvements are made. He then gave a detailed presentation 
outlining the specific roads that the bond would cover. They are: Forsythia Drive, Reeds Ferry 
Way, Woodland Drive, Hilton Drive, Souhegan Drive, Currier Road, Bambi Trail, Silver Doe 
Lane, Pilgrim Avenue, and Minuteman Avenue. Finance Director Paul Micali presented the 
estimated tax impact noting that the highest tax impact will be in the second year of the bond. 
During this year, a home valued at $300,000 would pay $21.00 in taxes for this bond. 

Timothy Tenhave, 72 Amherst Road, spoke in support of the article noting that drainage issues 
will continue to increase and more neighborhoods will be affected. This bond results in 
economies of scale to get multiple issues resolved at the same time and protects the Town's 
infrastructure. 

Article 3 

Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations 
by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the 
budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set 
forth therein, totaling $25,53 I, 163? Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be 
$26, 185,90 I, which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action 
of the Town or by law, or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with 
RSA 40: 13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only. (Recommended 
by the Town Council 3-2-0) 

Councilor McCray moved Article 3 as printed. Councilor Spence seconded the motion. 

Councilor McCray spoke in support of the article stating that work on the budget began last 
September and was a three-part review process that began with department heads' budget 
presentations, the town manger's review, and the town council's review. He stated that the 
budget provides funding for necessary town services at the lowest and most cost efficient 
manner. Town Manger Hickey noted that the budget meets the needs of the community and the 
Council's directive of no increase to the bottom line of the budget. He stated that the town's 
portion of the tax rate to support the budget is estimated at $3.88. He continued by highlighting 
items in the budget such as: rate increases to retirement contributions, increases in capital 
reserve funds, leasing of vehicles for the Police Department, revision of snow plowing policies to 
better utilize available staff and equipment, and changes to existing personnel which eliminate 
five full-time and three part-time positions. He then discussed the operational changes included 
in the budget. These changes are: bidding for outside vendors to plow streets and parking lots, 
utilization of Wastewater and Building and Grounds employees for plowing, utilization of 
technology by the Assessing Department to collect field information, adoption of an energy 
conservation plan, and the placement of assessing information on-line. 

Carol Lang, 7 Wilson Hill Road, questioned the elimination of the position in the Wastewater 
Treatment department stating that the position is funded through an enterprise fund and has no 
tax impact. Councilor McCray responded that the Town has an obligation to spend the smallest 
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amount possible to run the town and that the recommendation for the position elimination was 
brought forward from the department and will not impact department functions or services . 

Stan Heinrich, 8 Edgewood Avenue, moved to add $111,817 to line item 01-03-8103-0 for 

the purpose of reinstating the Assistant Fire Chief. Jackie Chisholm, 55 Bates Road, 

seconded the motion . 

Stan Heinrich, 8 Edgewood Avenue, spoke in support of the motion stating that he worked on_ the 
Merrimack Ambulance Service for twenty years and during that time he worked closely with the 
Fire Department. He stated that the assistant fire chief position is much needed and that during 
normal daytime hours, the department will be down one firefighter, as the person in this position 
covers fires and ambulance runs. Jackie Chisholm, 55 Bates Road, spoke in support of the 
amendment stating that the elimination of the assistant chief position results in having no 
assistant trained and available to take over in the absence of the fire chief. She indicated that 
during the budget process debate over the necessity of the position did not occur at the same 
level as other positions that were slated for elimination. Councilor Koenig spoke in support of• 
the amendment stating he felt this reduction during the budget process was an inappropriate way 
to make this type of staffing change; the town manager and staff are the proper place to initiate 
this type of change. Councilor McCray clarified that the amendment is a bottom line 
appropriation and if passed, the Council will decide how the money is spent. It may not 
necessarily be used for this purpose. Town Manager Hickey clarified how the Fire Department 
budget was developed and explained that the department made several recommendations in order 
to meet the directive of a zero increase that included no position eliminations. One was the 
reduction in call-back wages; however, it resulted in an impact to services and concerns over 
response times. During the budget process concerns surrounding the reduction in call-back 
wages were brought forward. The Council increased funds for call-back wages to eliminate the 
impact on services and determined that an administrative position was not needed. Town 
Manager Hickey was requested to recommend the elimination of an administrative position in an 
amount of approximately $111,000, and this recommendation was made. The elimination will 
not impact services and there are monies in the budget for the department to determine the best 
use of the funds for the two deputy chiefs' positions. Andrew Sylvia, 28 Merrymeeting Drive, 
questioned the difference between an assistant chief and a deputy chief. Town Manager Hickey 
responded that the position of assistant chief is that of second in command and covers all aspects 
of the chiefs duties if the chief is unavailable. The position of deputy chief is one of lesser 
responsibility, and is responsible for items such as training and fire inspections. Fire Chief Mike 
Currier further clarified that the assistant chief covers all operation of the department in the 
absence of the chief. Deputies are responsible for specific assigned functions. Joe Vliet, 17 
Hartwood Drive, spoke in support of the amendment stating he felt that cutting this position was 
not prudent. Moderator Christensen re-iterated that if the motion passed it would result in a 
bottom line adjustment to the budget. Attorney Upton further clarified that the Town Manager 
with concurrence of the Council will decide how the monies are spent. Jackie Chisholm, 55 
Bates Road, indicated that if the amendment passed, she hoped the Council would follow the will 
of the voters and re-instate the position. Stan Heinrich, 8 Edgewood Avenue, stated that he 
expected after being given guidance and direction for a specific position by the body, that the 

22 



Council would honor their wishes. Roy Swonger, 6 Klara Drive, questioned the increase in 

overtime in the budget and asked if it was related to the position cut. Town Manager Hickey 

responded that the Council increased overtime wages to address the call-back issue. Councilor 

McCray further explained that overtime wages were increased to ensure there was no reduction 

in services and not because of the assistant chief position cut. Councilor Koenig added that the 

department developed a level funded budget as directed that dramatically changed their 

operations. The Council added overtime funding for call-backs to maintain a certain level of 

service. Timothy Tenhave, 72 Amherst Road, asked for clarification as to why the particular 

dollar amount was picked for cutting. Councilor McCray responded that he felt it was a 

redundant position and that there were not enough positions for taking care of the public. 

Councilor Rothhaus responded that the amount was the top line of four management positions in 

that level and allowed the Town Manager to decide which position, or positions, were trimmed. 

Richard Barnes, 55 Lawrence Road, spoke against the amendment stating that it takes away voter 

choice. Councilor Malzone stated that after reviewing the budget and comparing it to those of 

surrounding communities, he felt some cuts were needed. 

Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the amendment. The amendment passed. 

Jackie Chisholm, 55 Bates Road, moved to reduce the budget by $38,468.00, plus all 

associated costs, for an amount equal to the assistant media services position. Wayne 

Perkins, 8 Berkley Street, seconded the motion. 

Jackie Chisholm, 55 Bates Road, spoke to the amendment stating she felt it was not appropriate 

to add money to the Media Department when the Fire Department and the Library budgets 

received large reductions and provided more service to the community. Councilor McCray stated 

that communication to the residents of Merrimack is important; however he will support the 

amendment to offset the increase just passed. Roy Swonger, 6 Klara Drive, spoke against the 

amendment stating that he is uncomfortable with the bottom line aspect of the budget, and if the 

position is needed then it should be funded. Heather Anderson, 46 Peaslee Road, spoke against 

the amendment stating that media functions are highly labor intensive and provide a service to 

residents allowing them to participate in their local government. She further noted that services 

provided also include the School District and the Public Access channel. Funding for the Media 

Division is provided through cable franchise fees, not tax dollars; the amendment has no impact 

on taxes. Deborah Huffman, 60 Amherst Rd, spoke against the amendment stating that the 

Deliberative Session is not the proper place to determine staffing levels; that is the town 

manager's job. Councilor Koenig spoke against the amendment stating he also felt it was not the 

proper place to make this change. Councilor Malzone spoke against the amendment stating he 

was uncomfortable with the proposed change; media is an important aspect to the town. 

Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the amendment. The amendment failed. 

Steve Pugh, 22 Greatstone Drive, moved that the towu operating budget for the fiscal year 

2007- 2008 be modified to increase the Library operating budget by $52,000.00 which 

would restore the unilateral cuts made by the Towu Council and also restore funding to 

permit the Library to remain open on Sunday. Adrienne Colsia, 33 Cota Road, seconded 

the motion. 
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Steve Pugh, 22 Greatstone Drive, spoke to the amendment stating that the Library is an essential 

part of the town and an inadequate budget results in a loss of services, in particular a loss of 

operating hours. The amendment would permit the library to remain open on Sundays. Library 

Trustee Barbara Tucker spoke in support of the amendment stating it was difficult for the Library 

Trustees to develop a level funded budget. Several cuts were made, such as a reduction in 

operating and staff hours. The Council made additional cuts, which resulted in the Library 

having to make further reductions in services. If passed, this funding will allow for no reduction 

in service. Library Trustee John Buckley spoke in support of the amendment noting that the 

Library Trustees met the Town Council's directive of a zero increase budget, which already 

included reduced services. The Council's cut resulted in additional reduction of services. This 

amendment prevents further reductions in services. He further stated that if the amendment 

passed he hoped the Council would respect the wishes of those present at the meeting. Councilor 

Malzone spoke against the amendment stating that he felt the reduction in the Library budget 

could be met if items such as videos were not purchased. Councilor Mahon spoke against the 

amendment indicating that he felt uncomfortable that the Library couldn't manage the Council's 

cut in their $1.2 million dollar budget. The Council is asking the Library to tighten up operations 

and manage the budget in a fashion that will provide services to the community while being 

cognizant of the costs. Trustee Buckley responded that many reductions were already made, but 

there was a limit as to what could be absorbed without affecting services. Chuck Mower, 4 Depot 
Street, stated he supported the amendment. Jack Balcom, 85 Pondview Drive, spoke in support 

of the amendment noting that Sunday hours are beneficial to children doing homework and 

others who can only use it on that day. M,m' Moriarty, 62 Coventry Court, spoke in support of 

the amendment noting that many residents, such as children and the elderly, use the library for 

items they cannot afford, such as computers and Internet access . 

Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the amendment. The amendment passed . 

Kevin Southwick, 36 Peter Road, moved to restore funding to the \Vastewater Treatment 
Facility and the Assistant Chief Operator position to the department's requested amount of 

$3,428,260.00. John Trythall, 4 Collins Avenue, seconded the motion . 

Kevin Southwick, 36 Peter Road, spoke to the amendment noting that the Wastewater Treatment 

Facility is funded through user fees and not tax dollars. The Council's cut eliminated a vital 

position at the facility and he detailed current and future projects in which this position would be 

helpful. He noted that the plant needed to maintain qualified staff and appropriate funding to 

provide quality service to users, and meet the town's environmental obligations. Councilor 
Koenig spoke against the amendment stating that although he didn't agree with the position cut, 

the motion will reinstate other efficient cuts that were made. Town Manager Hickey spoke 

against the amendment noting that there are other items included in the amendment that go 
beyond the intent of restoring a position. Roy Swonger, 6 Klara Drive, spoke against the 

amendment stating he agreed with the other points raised against adding the money. Carol Lang, 

7 Wilson Hill Road, spoke against the amendment indicating that she agreed with the points 
raised over adding unnecessary funding to the budget in addition to a position . 

Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the amendment. The amendment failed . 
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Stan Heinrich, 8 Edgewood Avenue, moved to add $97,469.00 for the purpose of reinstating 

the Assistant Chief Operator position. Councilor Koenig seconded the motion. 

Councilor Koenig spoke in support of the amendment stating he felt there is an increase in 

workload at the plant and the position is needed. 

Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the amendment. The amendment passed. 

Cynthia Kiernan, 87 Wilson Hill Road, questioned the cut of an Animal Control Officer position, 

stating that she felt it was an unnecessary cut. Town Manager Hickey stated it was a part-time 

position that was cut. Councilor Rothhaus responded that department operations had changed 

and the Town now has a partnership with the Animal Rescue League. Police Chief Mulligan 

clarified that the part-time position only covered daytime weekend hours. He further stated that 

plans are being made to restructure hours so that there is coverage on all days. 

Dennis King moved to restrict reconsideration on Article 3. The audience seconded the 

motion. Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the motion. The motion passed. 

Article 4 

Shall the Town vote to approve the cost items included in a collective bargaining agreement 

reached between the Merrimack Town Council and AFSCME Council 93, Local 3657, 

(supervisory employees of the Fire and Police Departments) which calls for the following 

estimated increases in salaries and benefits at the current staffing levels: 

Fiscal Year Base Wage Wage and Benefit 
Increase Costs 

2006-07 0 % $0 

2007-08 3.75 % $ 133,805 

2008-09 · 3.75 % $73,750 

2009-10 3.50 % $71,179 

and further to raise and appropriate the sum of $133,805 for the 2007-08 fiscal year, such sum 

representing the additional costs attributed to the increase in salaries and benefits over those of 

the appropriation at current staffing levels paid in the prior fiscal year? The passage of this article 

will result in employee health insurance contributions of up to 10% of premiums. These savings 

have been factored into the estimated increases set forth above. (Recommended by the Town 

Council 5-0-0) 

Councilor Harrington moved Article 4 as printed. Councilor Rothhaus seconded the 

motion. 

Councilor Harrington spoke in support of the article stating it reflected the bargaining agreement 

between the Town Council and the supervisory employees of the Fire and Police Departments. It 

is the last bargaining agreement needing approval of the voters and contains similar provisions as 

the other agreements previously passed. It also includes a health insurance co-payment provision. 

Councilor McCray spoke in support of the article, stating the members covered under this 

agreement are deserving of it. 
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Andrew Sylvia, 28 Merrymeeting Drive, moved Article 13 next for discussion. Heather 

Anderson, 46 Peaslee Road, seconded the motion. There were no objections. Moderator 

Christensen moved Article 13 next for discussion . 

Article 13 

Charter Amendment 

Shall the Town approve the Charter Amendment reprinted below by deleting the language 

indicated by strikethrough and inserting the language as indicted in brackets and bold type. The 

amendment shall take effect upon passage . 

Article IX, Section 9-4 CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

A situation or eirrnmstance in whieh an offieial or emjlioyee or a merneer of his or her family, 

directly or indireetly, has a finaneia! interest, aside ffom his or her salary, greater than any other 

eitizen or ta)( jlayer. [A situation, circumstance, or financial interest that has the potential to 

cause a private or personal interest to interfere with the proper exercise of a public duty.] 

Councilor McCray moved Article 13 as printed. Councilor Spence seconded the motion . 

Councilor McCray spoke to the article noting there were inadvertent changes to the Ethics Policy 

during the Charter transition. The Ethics Committee brought the changes forward; however, the 

Council was not unanimous in their desire for changing it and felt the changes should go forward 

to the voters. Ethics Committee Chairman, Dick Barry spoke to the article explaining that the 

committee brought the changes forward in order to revert to the original definition of "a conflict 

of interest" which was contained in the policy adopted at the 2003 Town Meeting. The 

committee felt this version better reflected the spirit of the original warrant article than the 
version in the Charter. Heather Anderson, 46 Peaslee Road, spoke in opposition to the article 

stating that the language change creates a subjective point of view for those reviewing a 

situation, circumstance or financial interest. The Charter Commission drafted the language 

contained in the Charter based upon legal opinion and an attorney had vetted the language. 

Andrew Sylvia, 28 Merrymeeting Drive, spoke in support of the article stating he felt the original 

language was too ambiguous, and this article clarifies the definition. Councilor Mahon spoke 

against the article noting that the language is too subjective; and that he felt the language used in 

the Charter seemed more appropriate. Councilor Koenig spoke against the article stating the 

language is "slippery" and broad based. The Charter Commission received legal opinion on the 

Ethics Policy and brought forward a good policy . 

Norman Phillips, 18 Edward Lane, moved to eliminate the words "situation, circumstance, 

or". Dennis King, 10 Derry Street, seconded the motion . 

Norman Phillips, 18 Edward Lane, spoke to the amendment stating that the wording is too broad 

and does not define what type of charges can be brought forward with that wording. The 

amendment restores the intent of the article and limits it to the original scope. Carol Lang, 7 

Wilson Hill Road, questioned the effect of the amendment. Attorney Upton stated that the 

amendment limits issues to financial interest only and that there is more protection under the 

Charter as it is currently written than under the amendment. Councilor Harrington spoke in 
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opposition to the amendment noting that the Ethics Committee recommended the change. They 

are tasked with making decisions based on the language and they were uncomfortable with the 

revised language in the Charter. Andrew Sylvia, 28 Merrymeeting Drive, spoke against the 

amendment stating the wording was too narrow for the Ethics Committee to act upon. Councilor 

Koenig spoke against the amendment indicating more work needed to be done on the wording. 

Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the amendment. The amendment failed. 

Roy Swonger, 6 Klara Drive, spoke in opposition to the article expressing concern that the 

language in the Charter has been proven as workable and the language in the article has not. 

Andy Powell, 26 Hansom Drive, moved Article 8 for discussion next. There were no 

objections. Moderator Christensen moved Article 8 next for discussion. 

Article 8 

Shall the Town vote, pursuant to RSA 79-A:25, IV, to change the percentage of the land use 

change tax collections deposited into the Land Use Change Tax Conservation Fund from I 00% 

to 50%? The intent of this article is that only 50% of the collections received from the land use 

change tax are to be deposited into the Land Use Change Tax Conservation Fund and the other 

50% received shall be deposited into the General Fund. If passed, this article shall take effect 

April I, 2008. 

Councilor Spence moved Article 8 as printed. Councilor Koenig seconded the motion. 

Councilor Spence spoke to the article stating the intent is to change the percentage of money 

being deposited into Land Use Change Tax Conservation Fund from 100% to 50%, with the 

other 50% to be deposited into the general fund. The article was brought forward as an effort to 

help offset the monies needed to be raised from taxes. It is not a reduction of the fund balance, it 

is a reduction in future funding. The fund has been in existence for ten years, has a balance of 

approximately nine hundred thousand dollars, and can be used to acquire or maintain 

conservation land. To date there has been no determination as to an appropriate fund level; 

however, Article 16 passed at last year's Town Meeting, provided for the development of an 

open space action plan to evaluate the Current Use Land Tax Distribution and other financing 

methods, and develop a plan that meets open space goals in a fiscally conservative manner. To 

date, the plan has not been completed. 

Finance Administrator Paul Micali presented a history of the Current Use Tax Reserve Fund, 

detailing funding percentage changes and deposits made resulting in a fund balance of 

$928,847.56. He stated that the Greens Pond and Greater Woods properties were purchased with 

monies from this fund and another property, the Campo property, which is pending purchase, 

would be bought with these funds. Carol Morrison, 42 Maidstone Drive, spoke in opposition to 

the article, stating she is a member of the Planning Board and often hears of wildlife and 

conservation concerns. Land is expensive and with funding, the Conservation Commission can 

purchase lands and maintain them in their natural state instead of them being developed. It is 

important to put all money from current use into a savings account so that when important land 

becomes available monies will be there to purchase them. Eber Currier, 9 Peaslee Road, spoke in 

opposition to the article stating that it will not result in tax savings. Open space results in tax 
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savings, as no services are needed. It results in better quality of life, adds value to property, and 

provides habitat for wildlife. Forty-five percent of towns allow 100% of these revenues for 

conservation purposes. Janet Cormier, 29 Walnut Circle, questioned the number of acres of open 

space, how much revenue could be expected if the mall property was developed, and if there 

were restrictions as to how the money was spent. Councilor McCray responded that the number 

of acres in current use is 3,192, estimated revenue figures are one-half to a million dollars if all 

three phases of the mall project were completed, and the Conservation Commission seeks final 

approval from the Town Council on all land purchases. Councilor Koenig spoke in support of the 

article noting it reduces the flow of monies deposited into the account not the amount of monies 

currently in the fund. The intent of the article is to make a change in capturing revenue and 

reducing taxes. Councilor McCray spoke in support of the article stating it is an opportunity for 

the people to decide if they want to continue putting all of the money into the fund or giving a 

portion for tax relief . 

Dennis King, 10 Derry Street, moved to change the effective date from 4/1/08 to 4/1/09 . 

Debra Huffman, 60 Amherst Road, seconded the motion . 

Dennis King, 10 Derry Street, spoke to the amendment stating that if the mall project progressed 

slowly, this would provide more time to capture a large portion of funds for deposit into the 

Conservation Fund. Councilor Koenig spoke against the amendment noting that it is unknown as 

to what projects will occur and it is inappropriate to hold off for one potential project. 

Conservation Commission Chair Andy Powell spoke in support of the amendment indicating that 

the Conservation Commission has been informally working on the Open Space Action Plan and 

has an idea of future needs. Additional time to complete the study will allow the Commission to 

come back next year with further information to determine if the funding levels are sufficient. 

Deborah Huffman, 60 Amherst Road, spoke in support of the amendment as it allows for another 

year to complete the open space study and determine the monies that are out there. Councilor 

Rothhaus spoke against the amendment noting he felt it was unnecessary to change the date to 

further build the fund as there are also monies available in the Land Bank Capital Reserve Fund 

for land purchases. Carol Lang, 7 Wilson Hill Road, spoke against the amendment indicating 

she felt the change in date would be confusing to voters . 

Moderator Christensen called for a vote on the amendment. The amendment failed . 

Conservation Commission Chairman Andy Powell spoke to the article and explained the roles 

the Conservation Commission played in the management of open space and how they used the 

Land Use Change Tax Funds. Monies are used to preserve the rural nature of the town through 

the purchase of lands, for financing of forestry and environmental studies, for financing of 

definitive plan costs for town lands, and management of Horse Hill Nature Preserve and other 

conservation lands . 
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