TOWN COUNCIL — AGENDA REQUEST FORM

THIS FORM WILL BECOME PART OF THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION USED BY THE COUNCIL AND PUBLIC

Please submit Agenda Request Form, including back up information, 8 days prior to the requested
meeting date. Public Hearing requests must be submitted 20 days prior to requested meeting date to
meet publication deadlines (exceptions may be authorized by the Town Manager, Chairman/Vice Chair).

MEETING INFORMATION

Date Submitted: September 7, 2023 Date of Meeting: September 14, 2023
Submitted by: Media Services Coordinator Nicholas

Lavallee

Department: Media Time Required: 20 minutes

Background Info. Ves: _D_ No: _D_

Speakers: Nicholas Lavallee Supplied:

CATEGORY OF BUSINESS (PLEASE PLACE AN "X IN THE APPROPRIATE BOX)
Recognition/Resignation/

Appointment: u Retirement: L]

Public Hearing: L] Old Business: O -
New Business: X Consent Agenda: ]
Nonpublic: ] Other: ] N

TITLE OF ITEM

Low Power FM Discussion

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM

Media Services Coordinator Nicholas Lavallee seeking Town Council approval to apply for a transfer
of low power FM frequency from another community.

REFERENCE (IF KNOWN)

RSA: Warrant Article:
Charter Article: Town Meeting: -
Other: N/A
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED (PLEASE PLACE AN “X” IN THE APPROPRIATE BOX)
Projector: L] Grant Requirements: []
Easel: ] Joint Meeting: o ] -
Special Seating: [] Other: []
Laptop: ] None: ]

CoNTACT INFORMATION

Name: Nicholas Lavallee Address 8 Baboosic Lake Road

Phone Number  603-423-8561 Email Address  nlavallee@merrimacknh.gov
APPROVAL

Town Manager: Yes _&_ No: _|:|_ Chair/Vice Chair: Yes __|Z_ No: _I—_—l__

07/06




TOWN OF MERRIMACK

DATE: September 8, 2023 MEMORANDUM
TO: Town Council
FROM: Nicholas Lavallee, Media Services Coordinator

Town Manager Paul Micali and the Merrimack Town Council,

I am seeking approval to apply to the FCC for a transfer of a Low Power FM frequency from a
neighboring community to Merrimack or potentially apply for an original frequency. Obtaining this
frequency is an essential step to broadcast content over FM radio in Merrimack.

The closure of local newspapers have led to fading civic engagement, eroding social bonds, and
surging misinformation. Broadcasting community content like varsity sports, concerts, municipal
meetings, and original programs over the FM airwaves is another medium to keep our residents
informed while instilling a sense of civic pride. Merrimack's LPFM radio station could be used for
announcements from Police and Fire in the case of an emergency. Bedford and Manchester have had
their community media stations broadcasting content via LPFM for several years with success and
positive feedback. Our Media Division has long been recognized as a primary source of municipal
information and it's been greatly desired to add LPFM to our resources.

LPFM first appeared on the Media Division's CIP in 2011 (originally projected for the 2013-2014
budget) and has been included every year since. The Media Division has been at the mercy of the
FCC's filing period window in obtaining a LPFM frequency which has not occurred in a decade. The
FCC will be opening a LPFM application window from November 1 - 8, 2023. The Town of
Merrimack has an opportunity to request a transfer of Londonderry School District's frequency before
this year's LPFM application window. There is no cost to apply for a LPFM Frequency. If the transfer
(and subsequent relocation request of Londonderry's LPFM signal) is approved by the FCC, the Media
Division would need to expend upwards of $9,000 in start up equipment to begin broadcasting content
over LPFM radio.

There may be challenges presented to our staff in adding LPFM to Media Division services, but we've
shown to be capable of crossing similar hurdles in the past. I'm confident that LPFM could be a
welcome addition to the Town's Media Division.

Thank you for your consideration.
Nicholas Lavallee

Town of Merrimack
Media Services Coordinator



