
MERRIMACK SNO-BUDS 
Winter is coming and it’s time to look back at winter in Merrimack.  From 1969 to 2016, the Merrimack 
Sno-Buds Snowmobile Club was an active part of recreation in town. 
 
Founded in 1969 by a group of families interested in snowmobiling, by 1976 it became a great 
philanthropic organization as well.  They met monthly from October through April each year, with seven 
members as the Board of Directors.  Membership was limited to 60 families to keep it as a close-knit 
membership.   
 
In Merrimack, they headed the activities for the Winter Carnival, sponsored by the Parks and Recreation 
Department, providing free rides around Wasserman Park.  
 
They provided funds for Merrimack Heating Assistance to help residents over 65 or disabled, with over 
$14.000 from 2004-2016. 
 
The Club supported Camp Wasserman  to provide recreation and conservation for our residents and 
day-campers with over $2000 over 8 years. 
 
However, their influence spread throughout the state of New Hampshire.  Merrimack’s Sno-Buds were 
an active part of the New Hampshire Snowmobile Association from 1976-2016, maintaining trails round 
the state and supporting state-wide programs. 
 
But the biggest contribution was to Camp Easter Seals, a summer camp for physically and mentally 
challenged youth located within Hidden Valley Boy Scout Camp in Gilmanton Iron Works.  Their 
campsite is called Camp Sno-Mo and is handicapped accessible with tents and latrines. In addition Easter 
Seals has an indoor facility at the camp to provide a summer camp experience for youth who would 
never be able to appreciate the out-of-doors any other way. There are facilities for physical therapy and 
counseling with an international staff as well as mixing with Scouts in their activities at the waterfront, 
boating, swimming, canoeing, hiking the trails, campfires, fishing, storytelling, skits and various crafts 
such as leatherwork, woodcarving, photography and all the other activities available to Scouts. The 
campers eat their meals in the dining hall with the other Scouts.  Much of the maintenance of the Easter 
Seals facility is done by snowmobilers. Over $322,000 has been donated in cash by the Merrimack Club 
alone. They challenged other clubs around the state to match their contributions. 
 
They did year-round fund-raising to support their contributions, but the biggest one was the Annual 
Ride-In held on Gorham each winter.   
 
When the Merrimack Club disbanded in 2016, it was a great loss to Merrimack and New Hampshire. 
However, their spirit continues as the families actively support trail maintenance and other winter 
activities here in town as well as around the state. At the time of disbanding, Newt Coryell was the 
president, but we have no records of the other families who supported this great organization over the 
years. Thanks to you, whoever you are. 


