
MERRIMACK TAVERNS 

Taverns were mainly located on the early stagecoach roads, where travelers could get a night’s 
lodging.  Owners were required to have a license to serve foods and spirits, and many of the 
“taverners” acquired these permits for only one night for a party in their homes sometimes on 
New Year’s Eve.  A taverners’ license was sometimes required to make and/or serve cider as 
well as rum and other spirits.  

MCGAW TAVERN One of the early taverns was of Jacob McGaw with his cousin Robert 
Means, who came to Merrimack from Ireland, and are said to have built a tavern along the river 
in Reeds Ferry to serve the river traffic possibly before 1700.  It ws moved up to the road when 
transportation was more common along the road. Jacob passed the property to his Son, Robert 
and His son, Robert Jr. , who amassed a fortune including his store, tavern and many properties 
in town.  He was prominent in politics, education and religion.  Prominent visitors included 
Matthew Thornton, Horace Greeley, from Amherst and Matthew Patten from Bedford. Robert 
McGaw, Jr. added a large dwelling house to the front, later owned in the early 1900’s by Miss 
Madge McEown The tavern was dismantled in 1970 and rebuilt in Bedford as a private home on 
Meetinghouse Road. It is now the site of a gas station on the corner of Depot St. across from 
Reeds Ferry Market.  

FARWELL TAVERN  Oliver Farwell built the Old Farwell Tavern prior to 1770 on the old Milford 
Rd (currently Route 101A ) in South Merrimack. It was well known on the route from Keene to 
Exeter.  In 1825, it was sold as the WHITNEY FARWELLTAVERN and then in 1827 to Joseph 
B. Holt as HOLT’S TAVERN, where the Merrimack Rifle Company held their musters.  

ROCKINGHAM HOUSE This hotel was built on this property by William Kennedy, and served 
as a tavern with its floating dance floor in the ballroom, hosting visitors from the Boston area .  
The Shattuck family owned this property until it burned in 1931 leaving only the brick ice-house; 
all that remained of the only surviving tavern at the time.  This is currently the site of Home 
Depot.  

ROBY’S TAVERN  Built by Silas and Eleazor Roby , who obtained a tavern license in 1793 in 
the center of town, where the Merrimack Library is currently located.   In 1804 it was owned by 
Samuel Clapp, who in turn sold it to John Clapp in 1821. In 1830. The property was purchased 
by Samuel McConihe, to be known as the MCCONIHE TAVERN.   It was leased to John 
Nevens, and in 1846 was the scene of the town’s centennial celebration.  By the 1870’s it was 
owned by the heirs of Messena McCohihe and then sold to George Whitemore.  In 1924, it was 
purchased by sisters, Mabel Haseltine and Bertha Gordon, and moved across the street to 
make room for the new Public Library.  It stands today as an apartment house owned by the 
Connell family.   

THORNTON TAVERN  Matthew Thornton, signer of the Declaration of Independence, built this 
tavern on the Concord Road (Daniel Webster Highway) as a wedding gift to his son James and 
his bride about 1795. James committed suicide at this location in 1806, but the tavern remained 
the property of Thornton descendents (Greeleys) until  1977. At that time, after a fire, it was 
renovated and reopened by Charles Mulch as the SIGNER’S HOUSE, then HANNAH JACK’S 
TAVERN (Hannah Jack was Matthew Thornton’s wife). Currently it is the COMMON MAN 
RESTAURANT.  



RIDDLE’S TAVERN Tavern was built in 1807 by Capt. James Riddle near the Souhegan River 
for use of the officers and stockholder of Riddles’ Mills, serving as a wayside tavern and social 
hall. It burned in 1829. On the death of James, his son Isaac Riddle Jr. built another house and 
continued to operate the tavern. Besides providing beds for travelers, as well as their horses, it 
also provided entertainment. The three upper front rooms were constructed so that the partitions 
could be lifted making a long ballroom, where people came from as far away as Boston for an 
evening or weekend of festivities.  An invitation ball was held on Monday March 1828 during the 
afternoon. There were many owners over the years, including David Henderson, who bought 
the nearby mills in 1846. At one time, it was called the Jackson Tavern, because President 
Andrew Jackson stopped there to visit.  In 1880, Henderson’s Mills burned and the tavern was 
deserted, going to ruin for the next 15 years. In 1895, Gordon Woodbury bought the property 
and restored it into a boarding house for his shoe shop workers across the road.  It is currently 
known as BUCKLEY’S GREAT STEAKS, back to his roots welcoming travelers and guests. 
Next door is the old Riddle’s Store, to become Abbott’s Market, restored as Swan’s Chocolates 
and currently the Buckley Bakery. 

CHARITY LUND’S TAVERN was located in Thornton’s Ferry on the Daniel Webster Highway 
across from the intersection at Manchester Street in 1801.  As “Deancroft Inn”, it had a 
reputation as ‘the most notorious place between Boston and Concord”, according to newspaper 
reports when it was torn down in 1969 to widen the main road and later to be replaced for a 
short while by a bank. Behind the bank was a reptile farm and where horses were rented. It 
remains vacant today.  

The heyday of the taverns ended with the coming of the railroads, which made travel between 
Boston and Concord a shorter trip, no longer requiring an overnight stay with care of the horses.  
However, as we see today, several of these sites remain as well-known restaurants continuing 
to welcome travelers.  Bring your friends to the THORNTON TAVERN at the Common Man 
Restaurant and RIDDLE’S TAVERN at Buckley’s Great Steaks and take a trip back to the past 
in these renovated old historic locations.  

The Merrimack Historical Society is located in an 1847 Schoolhouse at 520 Boston Post 
Road in South Merrimack. It is open on most Tuesdays from noon until 8 PM. Monthly meetings 
are held with speakers on the third Tuesday of each month. Consult the Sunday Special for 
times, locations and speakers. The January 21st meeting will feature George May, speaking 
about the Souhegan River at the Merrimack Public Library. Call Anita at 424-5084 for more 
information.  

 


