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Resident and Non-Resident Compost Sales Procedures 
 

1) The Town of Merrimack, WWTF will sell compost tickets to Merrimack residents with hydraulic 
vehicles and Non-Residents between the hours of 7:30 am -2:30 pm on Monday to Friday. 

2) You may purchase compost on Saturday’s and Sunday’s between the hours of 7:30 
am to 2:30 pm but you may only buy one load at a time there are no advanced sales! 

3) Residents and Non-Residents are encouraged to download the required paper work at 

www.merrimacknh.gov you may also come to the Main Office Monday – Friday to complete 

the required paper work. 

4) We only accept cash (exact Change) and checks, no credit or debit cards 
5) Fees: 

a. Resident with a hydraulic vehicle $5.00 per yard  no limit 

b. Non-Residents $10.00 per yard, 20 yards maximum per year is sold to residents from the 

following towns; Amherst, Brookline, Greenville, Hollis, Lyndeborough, Mason, Mont 
Vernon, Temple, Wilton, Milford. 

c. All others must call the facility Monday to Friday from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm at 

603-883-8196 
6) Once the paper work is completed you will be issued the appropriate number of tickets 

7) At the loading area present the ticket to the loader operator 

8) The loader operator will then load your vehicle 

 

. 
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Town of Merrimack, NH 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 

Authorization for Utilization of Composted Biosolids 
 
 
 
In February 1993 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated new regulations 
governing sewage sludge or biosolids.  A provision in the rule allows for biosolids (compost) that 
meet stringent parameters for heavy metals and pathogens (disease causing organisms) to be 
distributed with no restrictions on its use.  Merrimack compost consistently meets these "clean 
biosolids" requirements.  As such, Merrimack compost can be used as you would any 
commercially available fertilizer. 
 
The Applicant agrees to accept full responsibility for any damages, physical or health or other, 
directly or indirectly caused by the picking up or utilization of composted/stabilized biosolids and 
will in no way hold the Town of Merrimack or its agents responsible for any and all consequences 
of access to or use of said composted/stabilized sewage biosolids.  The Applicant agrees that in 
the event a third party makes a claim against the Town of Merrimack as a consequence of the 
use the Applicant makes of the sewage biosolids, the Applicant will indemnify, defend and save 
harmless the Town of Merrimack for any damages arising out of said claim and shall pay all 
defense costs. 
 

I. General Information 
 
Sludge is the end-product of the Town's wastewater treatment process and is transformed into 
compost by the following method: 
 
1. Liquid biosolids are dewatered to an average of 20% solids. 
 
2. The 20% raw biosolids is then mixed with a bulking agent such as sawdust at a ratio of 2:1. 
 
3. The rough mix is then loaded into as many of the 15 cement bays as is needed for the days 

biosolids production.  Each bay is 6'W X 6'H X 220'L. 
 
4. A machine (roto-blender) riding on rails above the bays moves and blends the mixture down 

the bays 12 feet per days.  At the end of 21 days, finished compost is discharged and is 
ready for sale or for giveaway to Town residents. 

 
5. During the composting process, air is introduced into the bays by computer controlled 

blowers.  Temperatures are monitored at several points in each bay to insure that the 
minimum required temperatures are met, (55°C or 131°F for three consecutive days). 

 
6. Finished compost is then analyzed for heavy metals, nitrogen content, and pathogen 

reduction.  All information is available for the public inspection and is reported to EPA. 
 

(CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE)
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II. Landscape Utilization 
 
Compost is extremely useful for turf grass establishment.  Incorporation of compost in soils before 
seeding grass improves the soils organic content, improves growth, and supplies a limited 
amount of nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus.  A half-and-half blend of compost and sub-
soil generally quickens seed germination and needs less water, fertilizer, and lime.  Other uses 
include flowerbeds, as an additive for shrubs and trees, and for top dressing existing lawns. 
 
 [If you have any questions, please call the Merrimack Wastewater Treatment Facility at 
883-8196] 
 
 
Applicant's Name (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
 
 
Name of Hauler if other than Applicant 
 
 
Address 
 
 
Location of Compost Disposal Site 
 
 
   
Signature of Applicant  Date  Telephone 
 

# of 
Tickets 

 Resident(Pickup, Trailer or Bins) 
Issue Free Resident Card. 
 

 Resident w/hydraulic dump $5.00/yd. 
 

 Commercial in Town w/hyd. $5.00/yd. 
 

 
 Out of Town is $10.00 

 
 Out of Town Commercial  

     $10.00/yd. 
 

= Total Dollar 
Amount 

No. Yards 
$5.00/yd. 

No. Yards 
$10.00/yd. 

 YARDS YARDS $ 

 YARDS YARDS $ 

 YARDS YARDS $ 

 YARDS YARDS $ 

 YARDS YARDS $ 

 YARDS YARDS $ 

 
 
Label:  __________________________________ 



                       

CT, MA, NH & VT 
AGRESOURCE----THE SOURCE FOR COMPOST 

110 BOXFORD RD. ROWLEY, MA 01969 (1-800-313-3320) 
WWW.AGRESOURCEINC.COM 

 
AGRESOIL COMPOST- Made at the Town of Merrimack N.H. WWTF from a mixture of biosolids and 
sawdust using in-vessel agitated bed technology producing the most consistent compost in the market 
place. This compost meets Exceptional Quality Standards for general use in horticultural and agricultural 
standards and is approved by the following Agencies: 

 United States Environmental Protection Agency 
 New York State DEC Class I 
 MA DEP Type I unrestricted use.  Valid: (February 5, 2024 to February 5, 2026)  
 New Hampshire DES Sludge Quality Certification NHSQC-9901 Class A for Low Metals  
 Valid: (April 15, 2020 to April 15, 2025)           (2024 Label) 
 
Application/ Uses Rates and Methods 

ESTABLISHMENT OF  
NEW TURF OR SOD 

Incorporate 1 to 3 inches of AGRESOIL COMPOST into the 
top 4 to 6 inches of soil (3-9 cu yards/1000sqft). 

TURF MAINTENANCE               
TOP DRESSING 

Broadcast 1/4 to 1/3 of an inch of AGRESOIL COMPOST 
(about 0.7 to 1.0 cubic yard per 1000 square feet) on 
established turf. Core aeration will facilitate incorporation. 

PLANTING BEDS 
 

Mix or incorporate 1 to 3 inches AGRESOIL COMPOST into 
the top 4 to 6 inches of soil before planting. 

TREE AND SHRUB 
PLANTING 
 

Uniformly mix AGRESOIL COMPOST with planting soil at a 
rate of about 1 part compost to 4 to 5 parts soil to make 
backfill mix. 

“The rates listed above are general recommendations for use. Existing soil should be tested and a horticultural 
professional or extension agent consulted regarding application rates for specific uses.” 
 
NHDES Requirement::“Any use of biosolids contrary to label recommendations is a violation of NH law.” 
 
MA DEP Requirements: Compost shall be stored in conformance with 310 CMR 32.30 in such a manner 
as to not create or threaten to create: 1.) a nuisance or 2.) a threat to public health, or 3.) a threat to the 
environment. "This product contains molybdenum. Under certain site conditions, if used on soils growing 
crops that will be used to feed ruminant animals (e.g., cattle, sheep and goats) there is a small risk that 
molybdenosis could occur. This risk is greater for alkaline stabilized biosolids. Animal managers are 
advised to refer to additional information on the site conditions of concern and management options at 
(http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dep/water/wastewater/a-thru-n/mobiosolids.pdf)”. This product is 
not alkaline stabilized. 
 

AVERAGE METALS ANALYSIS (2023) AVERAGE NUTRIENT ANALYSIS (2023) 

ARSENIC  4.66  mg/kg AMMONIA NITROGEN 1.10 % 
CADMIUM   1.09  mg/kg TKN  3.76 % 
CHROMIUM   11.9  mg/kg PHOSPHORUS  0.90 % 
COPPER  213   mg/kg POTASSIUM  0.19 % 
NICKEL  10.4  mg/kg TOTAL ORGANIC NITROGEN  2.65 % 
MERCURY  0.18  mg/kg   
LEAD  9.77  mg/kg TOTAL SOLIDS 67 % 
MOLYBDENUM  4.54  mg/kg   
SELENIUM  4.30  mg/kg   
ZINC  466   mg/kg   

“This compost is sold as soil amendment and not a fertilizer. The above table is for informational and 
regulatory purposes only. Due to the nature of the product the analysis is not guaranteed.” 
 
The Town of Merrimack NH, WWTF, PO Box 235 Merrimack NH 03054 (603-883-8196) 



                       

 

Requirements For the Use 
of Sludge-Based, Class A 

Biosolids 
June 16, 2005 

 
 Any person who intends to use compost or other class A biosolids derived from 
municipal wastewater sludge must use such material in accordance with the requirements 
of rules adopted by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services under 
Env-Ws 810.  The rules are few and simple to follow for those wishing to utilize class A 
products to establish a new landscape or to enhance an existing one.  For those who 
choose to use class A materials on a broader scale, such as blending topsoil for sale, or in 
agricultural settings where the area exceeds 5 acres, there are additional requirements.  
Below are the rules that must be observed when using class A biosolids derived from 
sludge: 
 

 The rate of application should not exceed the rate recommended on the label 
provided with the class A biosolids; 

 
 Class A biosolids should not be applied within 35 feet of a pond, stream, lake, or 

river;  
 

 Land application of Class A biosolids must comply with the requirements of RSA 
483, the Rivers Management and Protection Act.  Specifically, applications 
should be setback 250 feet from a designated river and immediately incorporated 
within ¼ mile of a designated river.  For information on the Rivers Management 
and Protection Act see the DES website (http://des.nh.gov/factsheets/r&l/rl-
2.htm). 

 
 For a person(s) planning to use class A biosolids on a area of more than five acres 

or for topsoil blending or manufacturing, the following rules apply: 
 

o Stockpiles of stored biosolids should be maintained to minimize the 
amount of water running into and through the stockpile; and 

o A nutrient recommendation from UNH Cooperative Extension (Tom 
Buob, 787-6944) must be obtained and followed during application of the 
biosolids. 

 
For additional information, please contact the Residuals Management Section of the 
Department of Environmental Services at (603) 271-2818 or (603) 271-3503. 
 
H:\Septage& Sludge\SLUDGE\SQC\Requirements for Class A use.DOC 
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