
 

	
	
March	5,	2015	
	
Lori	Ferry,	Project	Manager	
AECOM	
10	Orms	Street,	Suite	405	
Providence,	RI	02904	
	
RE:	 Information	Request,	Tennessee	Gas	Pipeline	Company,	LLC,	Northeast	

Energy	Direct	Project,	FERC	Docket	No.	PF14‐22	

Dear	Ms.	Ferry:	

The	Town	of	Merrimack	("Town")	received	and	reviewed	the	Tennessee	Gas	Pipeline	
Company,	LLC	("TGP")	January	26,	2015	request	that	the	Town	identify	whether	sensitive	
environmental	areas	within	0.25	or	0.50	miles	(dependent	on	the	nature	of	the	sensitive	
area)	of	the	proposed	Northeast	Energy	Direct	Project	(''NED	Project")	‐	a	natural	gas	
pipeline	which	will	traverse	the	Town.	

Given	that	the	NED	Project	as	currently	proposed	impacts	multiple	conservation	areas,	
wellhead	protection	areas	(including	the	aquifer	that	provides	more	than	half	of	the	Town's	
water)	and	crosses	one	of	the	Town's	major	sewer	interceptor	lines,	two	major	protected	
rivers	and	may	have	impacts	to	the	NH	Plating	Site	(a	Federal	Superfund	Site),	scenic	areas,	
habitat	for	identified	endangered	species,	recreational	areas	and	the	residences	and	private	
water	supplies	of	many	of	the	Town's	citizens,	it	is	vital	to	the	Town	that	all	such	areas	be	
accurately	assessed	and	identified	so	as	to	ensure	that	all	impacts	to	such	sensitive	
receptors	are	avoided	and/or	mitigated.		To	this	end	the	Town	is	highly	motivated	and	
willing	to	assist	in	accurate	identification	of	these	areas.		As	such,	we	have	enclosed	a	
preliminary	list	of	such	areas.	

Unfortunately,	the	Town's	resources	are	limited	and	the	TGP	request	imposes	a	significant	
burden	with	regard	to	both	staff	and	financial	resources.		The	Town,	must,	therefore,	
request	additional	time	and	assistance	from	TGP	to	supplement	these	materials.		We	look	
forward	to	a	public	meeting	with	TGP	to	discuss	how	to	best	establish	a	process	that	will	
allow	these	areas	to	be	fully	identified	and	addressed.	

The	Town	also	asks	that	TGP	provide	the	Town	with	an	opportunity	to	review	and	
comment	upon	any	such	materials	prepared	for	submission	to	the	Federal	Energy	
Regulatory	Commission	in	the	above	captioned	matter	in	advance	of	such	filing.			
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Sincerely, 

 

Timothy J. Thompson, AICP 
Community Development Director 
 
 
cc: Eileen Cabanel, Town Manager 
 Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 



March	5,	2015	
AECOM	Response	Letter  																													Page	3	
 
 
Attachment:	Preliminary	List	of	“Sensitive	Environmental	Areas”	within	0.25	or	0.50	

Miles	of	NED	“Study	Corridor”	
	

 			Two	Town‐owned	parcels	of	conservation	land	are	crossed	by	the	proposed	route:	
o Horse	Hill	Nature	Preserve;	and	
o Gilmore	Hill	Memorial	Forest;	

	
 			At	least	12	wetland	areas	(including	Naticook	Brook	and	the	Merrimack	River)	are	

crossed	by	the	proposed	route	
o At	least	4	ponds	and	small	streams	are	located	on	the	Horse	Hill	Nature	

Preserve	property,	providing	important	habitat	area	for	several	
endangered/threatened	species;	

o An	area	of	Gilmore	Hill	Memorial	Forest	contains	an	area	of	sensitive	
vegetation/habitat	that	will	be	explained	further	in	future	responses;	

o Of	particular	concern	regarding	the	Merrimack	River	is	the	construction	of	
the	pipeline	under	the	river,	the	permanence	of	the	installation	under	the	
river	as	it	may	be	affected	by	flow	or	river	course	changes	over	time,	and	the	
safety	history	of	such	river	crossings.		
 The	Lower	Merrimack	River	is	a	Designated	Protected	River	under	NH	

RSA	483	in	accordance	with	the	State's	Rivers	Management	and	
Protection	Program.	
	

 			The	Town’s	highest	yield	aquifer	is	located	within	the	study	area,	which	is	part	of	
both	a	Wellhead	Protection	Area	and	Aquifer	Conservation	District	(see	also	
attached	letter	and	map	from	MVD);	

o 2	of	the	Merrimack	Village	District	(MVD)	water	supply	wells	are	located	in	
close	proximity	to	the	proposed	route	(MVD	Well	#2	is	approximately	550	
feet	from	the	proposed	route,	MVD	Well	#3	is	approximately	2500	feet	from	
the	proposed	route);	

o This	aquifer	and	pair	of	supply	wells	provide	more	than	half	of	the	water	
service	to	the	Town;	
	

 			The	proposed	route	would	cross	MVD	waterlines	in	at	least	10	locations;	
	

 			The	propose	route	would	cross	municipal	and	private	sewer	lines	in	at	least	4	
locations:	

o Camp	Sargent	Rd	(across	from	Talant	Rd);		
o The	private	Merrimack	Premium	Outlets’	sewer	lateral;		
o The	entrance	to	Elbit	Systems	on	Rt.	3	(Daniel	Webster	Highway);	and		
o The	Town’s	main	sewer	interceptor	line	along	the	B&M	Railroad	

tracks/right‐of‐way	
	

 			The	proposed	route	is	within	0.25	and	0.50	miles	of	several	residential	
neighborhoods,	some	of	which	rely	upon	private	wells	and	septic	systems.	
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